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WAR CEPARTMENT 
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE 
WASHINGTON 


Middle Eastern Branch 
November 21, 1942 


MFMORANDUM FOR LT. COL. OLIVER J. SANDS, JR. 


Subject: Request to Send Cable to Kirk. 


1. Will you send the following cablegram to 
Minister Kirk at Cairo, Egypt. 


Require estimates strength Saudi~Arabian army and reserve, 
likewise number and type rifles, machine-guns, artillery, 
motor transport, and other equipment. 


BEN P, HAYNES, 
Major, Infantry, 
Chief, Middle Fastern Branch. 
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The Saudi Arab Amy consists ots 
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pernans 2,000 stat:.oned in the 


principal cities (tvo) the “edouin tri dggmen subject 


to the ‘“ing's call in eve t of unrishiucs or ware 

The .ing coule probably raise anywhere from 40 to 
. » 

100,020 itn fro: the tribes in Ccntral Arabia in a 


matter of stveral days. These men would be armed with 


rifles ane. mounted on camels ana »orsetse ThHErE are 


no reserves in the se€nseé of enropeéan armies 


is no projra. of military train.ng, however, 
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#2124, December 2, 11 pete from Cairo 


2,000 vehicles of all types of wiich an unknown number 
are immobilized by lack of parts and tirts, On the 
northern Iraq Xuwait frontier ticre are 30 to 40 

heavy Docge trucks equipped with mashine guns used 
for border patrol. Except between Jedda and Mecca 
and Jedca and Mahad there are no roads in Saudi 

Arabia anc the trails in the nort» and leading to the 
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2 possibilities 
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After tie last war wany small amis were smuggled 

the country ane found tery via, snco tie hands 

into/ of the tribes and smug7ling has 
continued in recent yearse Rifles anc nachine guns 
constitute tre bul’: of the Saudi avsetnal together 
with a very few pieces of light avtillery of antiquated 
design (enc of Jiddats messaze)e 

Information as to nurber anc t.»es of arms held 
by the Sauci forces even if oFftanasi.c cay bE rather 
sketcly since it is extremely dificult to lmow exactly 
what aris are in the hands of tic tribdes but if that 
inforizat..on 1s veqvirgl I shall isa’.c Curther efforts to 


obtain ite 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT wiritary equipment and supplies - Saudi Arabia: 


WOR GENERAL ROYCE: King has indicated he will be pleased to 
receive General Royce and military mission in Jidda December 


12, 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 


(Despatch, telegram, instruction, letter, etc.) 


Dated __ November 8, 1943 __ Sidda (Moose) 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


American Military Mission to make survey in Saudi Arabia 
SUBJECT in connection with Lend-Lease Arms: 


Refers to numerous correspondences with reference to the 
request of King Ibn Saud for an - 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 


See Despatch #62. 


(Despatch, telegram, inciruction, letter, etc.) 


Dated October 25, 1945 tar | Saudi Arabia (Moose) 
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NOTE 


SUBJECT Request of King Ibn Saud for American Military Mission: 


Submits comments on - 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 
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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 
Ne, HDS 


To the 
Officer in charge of the American Mission, 
Jidda, 


The Secretary of State encloses for the strictly 
confidential information of the Officer in charge of the 
yO American Mission a copy of a JIGAME report from Gairo, 
( gif Egypt, Serial no, 2517-43 of December 18, 1945 entitled 
"Saudi Arabia - Military". 


Enclosure: 


JICAME report no. 2317-43, 
December 18, 1943, 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 
NOTE 


SUBJECT Conversation on Saudi Arabia. 


Informe of - prtvorn Murray and Sir Maurice Peterson 
and on request of Ki mn Saud contemplated furnishing 


the Saudi Arabian Government with financial adviser 
and Military advisers. 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 


See T61.#2073, (Woon) DELBSPLO 


Dated -spri2-18,---1944-.------- _ Great Britain(Winant) 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT sritish Military Advisers in Saudi Arabia. 


SECRET FOR STETTINIUS AND THE AMBASSADOR, General 


Giles, American Theater Commander in the Middle East 
has been instructed to discuss the matter of - with 
British authorities in Cairo concerning -, 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 
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NOTE 


SUBJECT 


Proposal to have Colonel Eddy as military adviser to 
Saudi Arabia. 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT British Ministry aivisers in Saudi Arabia. 


SEORET FOR STETTINIUS AND THE AMBASSADOR. Encloses 
summary of General Giles reply to the War Department 
regarding -. . 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Joint Anglo-American military mission. 


SECRET FOR THE SECRETARY' FROM THE UNDERSECRETARY. Murray8s 
talke on Saudi Arabia have developed increasingly toward close 
American -British cooperation and collaboration regarding -. 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 


See _7e]1.93447, DELES#37, 5PM 
(Despatch, telegram, 
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WAR DEPARTMENT MESSAGE a a 
By- 
OPD, Marshall 


CG USAF in Middle East, Cairo, Egypt, i aoe yt OF STA 
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ray Oo ha 
29 April 1944 nv sOn OF 
VFAR FASTERN AFFAIRS 


Discussions pointing to an establishment of a Joint United 
States-British Military Mission to Saudi Arabia, which will be 
headed by a British officer, are now taking place in London. It is 
being proposed by the Department of State that the CINC Middle 
East and you work out details of this Mission. When definite 
action is required by you, you will be informed by the War Department, 
Continue with your plans for U.S, Military Mission to Saudi Arabia 
in the meantime. Suggest that you discuss the proposition with Mr. 
Moose. Informed that he will be presently in Cairo to confer 
with Mr. Landis. 


OUT-30124, 29 Apri} 
CONREDENTLAL 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED 13 


NMC Jiddah 
This telegram must be 


clesely paraphrased be=- From Dated December 16, 1943 


fore being communicated 





to anyone. (SC) Rec'd 12:01 pom 
& STATE 
Secretary of State, OERARTM 
Washington. iA cl gaa 
Of 
ONS et AFFAIRS yo 
208, December 16, 6 Oem, WEAR © 


Military Mission lead by General Royce arrived 
in Jidda by air December 11 and was presented to 
King following day. General Royce and small party 
returned to Cairo December 13 while survey party 
remained here. Survey party will leave for trip 
by air to Dhahran, Riyadh, Hail and perhaps other 


places to collect information. I shall accompany 


ye 3 Oh ee 


party as instructed in Department's/66, October 12, 
9 pem. 

Mission has been cordially received and has 
made an excellent impression on King and generally 


as well. 


MOOSE 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Furnishing of militery supplies to Saudi Arabia: 


Makes certain revision in airgram to be sent to 
the Embassy at Londo referding = with respect to 
the American military mission to be sent to 
Saudi Arabiae 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 


See ____ DO, | 
(Despatch, telegram, instruction, letter, etc.) 
Dated. Deo.l4,1945. "| _ax_Dapaviment 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 1-—1540 


mo 


z /NOISSIW O2°3068 


“SRO, 11862,: Sec. 91) and 50) or 





ONDER TIAL 6°" or 
par —— : ~ x 
De 





i MILITARY INTELLIGENCE DIVISION G-2 
WASHINGTON 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE LIAISON OFFICER, DEPARTMENT OF SLATE: 


Subject: Cooperation of the American Minister to Saudi 









Arabia o 
‘4 (Oo 
ft 1. A cable has been received by General George C. Marshall, Chief 2) 
y/ of Staff, U. S. Army, from ‘lajor General Ralph Royce, Co:mnanding General a 
yf United States Army Forces in the Middle East, which it is believed will N 
y be of interest to the Siete Department. The following is e paraphrase in O 
text of General Hoyce's cable: = 
"Poll details of recent successful mission to Saudi Arxbia oD 
will be disnatched shortly. Inform State Denartment of the Nn 
heart-felt appreciation of the members of the mission and ied 
myself for the extremely able and intelligent cooveration oO 
extended by James 5. Moose Jr, American Minister to Saudi 
Arabia, His understanding of Saudi “Krabia and its nationals a 
has been of inestimable value to all members of the ilission." ~~“ 
2. The A, C. of S., G-2, is happy to forward this report to the Ol 
State Devartment for its information and record. ae OF STATE 
For the Deputy for Intelli G-P: 
or e Denuty for Intellizence, 1044 
| IVISION OF 
EASTERN AFFAIRS” 
DECLASSIFIED —_ & a alcatel i 
EA, 11852. Sec. 3) md 8D) or (E) 
CBD Lee, k. G, McKAY, - a 
ty Lt. Colonel, &. Ss Cay bi Aa SUN ORWICK l 
Chief, Foreizn sranch, ‘ t 
Collection Unit. yA i 
| gr 1 igd iM 
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January 5, 1944 
zm Teply refer to 


The Seoretary of State presents his compliments to 
the Honorable the Secretary of War ani acknowledges the 
receipt of a confidential memorandum fram Lieutenmt 
Colonel R. G. MeKay, Foreign Branch, Military Intelligence 
Division, in commendation of Mr. James S. Moose, Junior, 

, famerieen Minister in s1dda, ffimdi arabia. 
ae The Secretary of State ‘wishes to express his thanks 
for the information contained in the memorandum under 
* acknowledgment, and has been glad to communicate the 
w\ substance thereof to the Minister at Jidda. 
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No. 95 


LEGATION OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Jidda, Saudi Arabia, January 12, 1944 


Subject: American Military Mission td Saudi Arabia, 
December ll - 22, 1943«) as 
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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL a y 
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The~Setretary of State, , 
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~ I have tWe honor to refer to the Legation's 
tefegram no./213 dated December 28, 11:00 p.m., 1943, 


and to report in greater detail the visit of an 
American Military Mission headed by Major-General 
Ralph Royce to Saudi Arabia. / ¢ 


/ Z 

As the Department has already/been informed, I 
proceeded to Cairo on November 2 1943 under authority 
of the Department's telegram no. 86 October 12, 9:00 
pem. for the purpose of consulting General Royce about 
the impending visit of the Mission, and to assist in 
the formulation of plans. Between November 29 and 
December 11, I saw General Royce several times, and on 
two occasions met with the full Mission. While a con- 
siderable amount of time was spent on the details of 
the forthcoming visit, I made an effort to bring the 
Military Mission to a realization of its proper place - 
in the relations between the United States and Saudi 
Arabia, pointing out Saudi Arabia's importance to the i 
United States and in connection with oil supplies and 
air routes, and the fact that military supplies and | 
equipment for Saudi Arabia are merely one aspect of 
the larger problem of supply for the whole country. 


While in Cairo I took the opportunity to discuss 
the problem of Lend-Lease administration activities 
in Saudi Arabia with Messrs. James M, Landis and 
L. 1. Short, and to work out certain details of 
procedure between this Legation and the Middle East 
Supply Center in Cairo and Jidda. 


On Saturday, December 11, 1943, the Military !ission, 
consisting of General Royce and two aides-de-camp, 
Colonel Alton W. Howard, Colonel Charles N. Bellm, Lieut.- 
Colonel Halliday, Major (Dr.) Waldman, Lieutenant Kallif, 
and other personnel, including two plane crews, to make 
up a party of twenty-two officers and men. Five civil- 
jans accompanied the party: Messrs. J. T. Duce and F, W, 
Ohliger of the California Arabian Standard 011 Company, 
Mr. IL, L. Short of the Lend-Lease Administration, myself 
and Mr. Phillips, a photographer. 


The party arrived in Jidda about 3:30 p.m., and was 


met 
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at the flying field by the Governor of Jidda, Shaikh 
IBRAHIM al-Mu'ammar, by the Acting Foreign Minister, 
Shaikh YUSUF YASSIN, and by NAJIB BEY SALHA, Director 
of Mines and Public Works. General Royce, his two 
aides, and one enlisted man were lodged in a house 
outside the city walls, while the remainder of the 
party were lodged in the government rest house in Jidda 
itself. All officers and men were guests of the King. 
Mr. Shert stayed in the Legation. 


The following morning, December 12, 1943, King 
IBN SAUD arrived in Jidda early in the morning, and a 
salute of an undetermined number of guns announced the 
fact. At 10:30 a.m. the officers of the military mission 
went to the palace where I presented General Royce to 
the King, and General Royce presented the members of 
his mission. After a short time, bela? bide withdrew 
except General Royce, Colonel Howard, Lieutenant Kallif, 
Najib Bey Selha and myself. General Royce informed the 
King that the purpose of the mission was to make a 
survey to determine the needs of Saudi Arabia for arms 
and equipment of military value, and to make reeommend- 
ations which would be considered, whether or not accept- 
ed, by the authorities responsible for the allocation of 
arms. The King wished to know what effect the previous 
estimates of Saudi arms needs ——* by the British 
Government would have on General Royce's recommendations. 
General Royce replied that his mission would base its 
recommendations on the situation it found in Saudi 
Arabia, and would not take into consideration any other 
survey. He added, however, that before sending his 
recommendations to Washington, he would consult General 
H, M. Wilsen, the British commanding officer in the 
Middle East. General Royce emphasized that as an air 
officer, he was particularly interested in anything 
having to do with air bases, airplanes, et cetera. He 
alse added that he had with him officers who were at 
the disposition of the King, and who might be of assist- 
ance with any specific problems. The King thanked 
Meenas Royce, but showed no inclination to go into 

etails. 


At 7:00 o'clock that evening, the military mission 
had dinner with the King. Other guests included the 
Legation staff, Americans resident in Jidda, the 
British Minister and his staff, and local notables and 
officials. 


On Monday, December 13, 1943, at 10:30 a.m., the 
King received General Royce and his two aides, myself 
and the photographer. General Royce thanked the King 
for his kindness and said good-bye, advising the King 
that Colonel Alton W. Howard would be in charge of the 
mission after the General's departure. From the palace, 
General Royce went directly to the flying field, where 
he took a plane back to Cairo, accompanied by his two 
aides, certain other military personnel, and Messrs. 
Duce, Ohliger, Short and Phillips. 


The 
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The following morning at 10:45, the King received 
Celonel Howard, who described in greater detail than 
had General Royce the plans and needs of the mission if 
it were to accomplish its aims. Since the officers 
engaging in the conversations kept full notes:on their 
conversations with the King and other officials, and 
have reported in detail to the War Department, those 
details will not be repeated in the present: despatch. 


Again the King showed no disposition to discuss 
the details of the mission's program, but did inquire 
with some interest. why the mission desired to go to 
Hail in the course pf its survey. It was arranged that 
the officers of the mission should meet certain of the 
King’s Ministers that afternoon at 4:30 for detailed 
discussions... The King's Ministers were KAHLID BEY al-Gar- 
ag BESHIR BEY As-Sadawi, Shaikh Yusuf Yassin and Na jib 
Bey Setha. The atmosphere of the oonversation was cordial 
end the King's ministers apparently talked without reserve. 
Only Khalid Bey al-Gargani was obstructive, and that may 
have been due to long-established habit. 


The next afternoon at 4:00 p.m. the conversation 
between the. military mission and the King’s ministers 
was resumed and completed. 

.On December 16, 1943, about 8:00 a.m., the mission's 
remaining plane teok off from Jidda to Dhahran. In 
addition to the military personnel, I accompanied the 
party, as did three California Arabian Standard 011 
C ny employees. The reute followed the coastline 
southward from Jidda for about 100 miles, and,then turned 
eastward to the neighborhood of the Jabrin oasis, and 
thenee in a northerly direction to Dhahran. It may be 
noted that this is by far the most direct route across 
Arabia which the King has so far permitted an airplane to 
Use. ‘ 


Two days were spent in Dhahran where the mission 
secured certain data from the oil company, and where a 
demenstration of the value of sand tires on motor 
vehicles was given. Courtesy calls were exchanged with 
local officials. 


On Sunuay, December 19, the military mission (except 
Celonel Howard who was suffering from a normal oriental 
intestinal upset) and I set off for Riyadh by airplane. 
We landed at Rowdat Khurreim, where King Ibn Saud 
received Mr. Kirk for the presentation of letters of 
credence in May 1942, and there found a camp where we had 
lunch. Most of the afternoon was spent in motoring into 
Riyadh where the party was lodged in the Shamsiyyah rest 
house adjoining the King's palace. 


The following morning, the Amir NASIR, one of the 
King's sons and Amir of Riyadh, received the mission in 
the-absence of the King, and after the usual conversational 
excurstens, he gave instructions for the mission to be 
escorted to the places around Riyadh of interest to it. 
These points consisted of the radio station, the palace 
power house, and some pumps installed by the California 
Arabian Standard 01] Company some years ago. The mission 


wished 
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wished to see the government garage in Riyadh, but was 
unable to do so. The garage was closed, and practically 
all equipment and stores had been carried to the Hejaz 
by the King several weeke earlier. 


Amir Nasir entertained the party to dinner, Arab 
style, in the evening. 


On Tuesday hh party drove back to Rowdat 
Khurreim, and flew to hran vie Beahrein for refueling. 


On Wednesday, the same party, with the addition of 
Colonel Howard, flew from Dhahran to an air base in Egypt, 
and the following morning motored into Cairo. 


A meeting of the military mission was called for 
December 24 when I intended to make a few additional 
points which might have been overlooked or neglected. The 
iliness of Colonel Bellm caused the meeting to be deferred 
several times, with the result that I left Cairo on 
December 28 for Jidda, before there was an opportunity to 
talk to the mission as a whole. A memorandug, of which a 
copy is attached hereto as an enclosure, was left with 
Colonel Howard; and much the same ground was gone over 
with General Royce on December 23. 


An account of the trip would be inoomplete without 
a mention of Major (Dr.) Joseph Waldman, the oculist who 
accompanied the mission. Major Waldman treated the King 
in Jidda and numerous members of the royal entourage for 
eye troubles, and made a most favorable impression both 
on the King and on the local people. -He was permitted 
to see several women from the Royal Harem, something which 
is believed to be without precedent in Arabia. The King 
asked General Royce to permit Major Waldman to come to 
— Arabia periodically to treat members of the Royal 
amily. 


On the whole, it is believed that my accompanying 
the military mission throughout fits travels in Arabia 
was. worth the time and effort involved. In addition to 
useful guidance with respect to Arab habits and customs, 
there is no doubt that the various officers composing 
the mission obtained a much clearer and better over-all 
idea of conditions in Saudi Arabia than would have been 
possible if they had done the trip alone. They also have 
a better realization of the fact that in Saudi Arabia 
the problem of military supplies and equipment merges so 
gradually into that of civilian supply, that no sharp 
line can be drawn. 


Respectfully yours, 
Sf phere pr 
‘James S. Moos’, Bb ar 
To the Department in ozalid. 
Enclosure: Copy of memorandum, as noted. /f/ $j 
82h, \¢ 
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nclosure to despatch no. 95, January 12, 1944, from 
ames S, Moose, jr., American Minister Resident, Jidda, 
on the subject: American Military Mission to Saudi 
AIR MAIL Arabia, December 11-22, 1943. 


(Copy) 
MEMORANDUM 


SECRET - FOR U.S.GOVERNMUNT OFFICIALS ONLY 


The following points express my personal views and 
are mentioned for the consideration of the Military 
Mission to Saudi Arabia and other U.S.authorities in 
connection with any further action on the Saudi Arabian 
request for Lend-Lease arms: 


1. The United States has more real interests in 
Saudi Arabia than in any other country in the Middle East. 
These interests consist principally of oil reserves con- 
ceded to an American company, and of possible air routes 
across the Arabian peninsula. They lie in a country 
where the United States and Americans generally are high- 
ly esteemed: and Saudi Arabia is one of the few Middle 
Eastern countries which are independent in name, and 
which, with a degree of American assistance, mtght be 
independent in fact. 


2. The primary aim of arms for Yaudi Arabia is the 
maintenance of order. Although armed force or a threat 
thereof is necessary to keep order in Arabia at any time, 
the present age of the King (63) and his physical con- 
dition make it entirely likely that any armed force now 
organized and equipped will be a factor in the orderly 
succession to the throne of Saudi Arabia, and so will 
serve to maintain the present government and dynasty as 
well as to preserve public security. 


' 3. In view of the special conditions existing in 
Saudi Arabia, it is in practice impossible to dissociate 
many military needs from civilian requirements. Motor 
transport facilities, water supply, radio communications, 
roads, air transport, et cetera, will be used by Saudi 
civilians as well as by the military. It therefore appears 
that the supply of military equipment might properly be 
viewed as one aspect of the general problem of supply for 
Saudi Arabia. And whatever assistance may be given to the 
Saudi Arabian Government can serve the multiple purpose 
of helping to maintain order in an important area of the 
Middle Bast, of insuring supplies of oil under American 
control for military or civilian needs, and of protecting 
American rights already acquired in Saudi Arabia. 


4. In negotiations with the Saudi Arabian Government, 
it is believed to be of utmost importance to carry out 
fully and without undue delay any promises that may be 
made. Experience in the past has made Saudi officials 
believe that they can rely on assurances of Americans, 
whether officials or private individuals, and that belief 
is a valuabke American asset. In making commitments, care 
should be taken to promise no more than can actually be 
achieved, and tomke the extent of those commitments 
clearly understood to the Saudi authorities. 


5. It is equally important that competent instructors 


be 
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@ent to Saudi Arabia to teach the Arabs the use 
@ir and maintenance of any equipment supplied. Such 
arse will require both time and endurance on the 
of the instructor. Without it, however, much of 
) benefit which might be expected from the equipment 
be lost. 


6, In Saudi Arabia the continuity of persenal 
weddbions is far more important than in most other 

ies. When the King and his officials are accustom- 
deal with the same person over a considerable period 
@, they tend to develop a personal relationship with 
legard to official matters which facilitates the trans- 
etion of business; but this advantage is lost when they 
first with one person and then with another. It is 
Fefore believed advisable that officials chosen to go 

@ Gewii Arabia should, insofar as possible, be chosen 
among persons already having been there and already 
ring had some experience in the matter under consider- 

m. While this procedure might work some inconvenience, 
nee or even hardship on some individuals, it is 

ed that the benefit to be derived from a continuity 
sonal relations would easily offset any disadvantage. 
Biropasal to send new personnel to Saudi Arabia should 

% ree jed to see if someone already acquainted with 

; ory cannot be utilized instead. 
























is oF vent Army officers are likely to go to Saudi 
ke la ime to time, it might be worthwhile to have 

army motor vehicles sent to Jidda for use 
weaiied; and a supply of food could also be kept 
las ¢ ere; Regular use of Saudi Government transport; 
fulte'r, consumption of Saudi Government foods, is not 
: aging be satisfactory to American military personnel. 

hicles should be equipped with sand tires. Those 
ert nid y characterized as “desertworthy” will cause 
“@iffieulty. The Legation in Jid@a ean take care 

ent or supplies left in Jidda during a period 
are not needed by Army personnel. 


ecember 26, 1943 
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This telegram must be 

paraphrased before being Dated i.2:ch '*, 1944 
communicated to anyone 

other than a Government Rec'd 10:32 aem., 15th 


agency. (BR). 


Secretary of State, 
Washington, 





612, March 14, 8 peme 

The following has been sent to jidda as our March 14, 
8 a.m. 

Brigadier General B,F,Giles Commanding General USA 
Fime requests that you be informed that the War 
Department has authorized AOF eight officers and four 
enlisted men to be sent to Saudi Arabia for purpose 
of instructing the members of the armed forces in the 
care USC and maintenance of equipment furnished under 
Lend-Lease and asks that you secure authorization from 
the Saudi Arabian Government for this mission to be 


— 


> 
sent to Jidda. The General would appreciate reply 


iw 


as soon as possible. 


rv6l P 


Repeated to Department. 
KIRK 
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Mr. Paul H. Alling, 

Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs, 
Department of State, 

Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Alling: 


? We have received a cable today from General Royce that 
, ,? he and General Giles, who is relieving him, visited Ibn Saud 
B3 on March 6th near Hafar El Ats and made a token delivery of 
A 100 .30 caliber rifles, 150 pistol belts, 500 rounds of 
) ammunition, 120 helmets and 12 blow torches. They had a 
Q conversation with the King and certain of his Ministers which 
4 lasted an hour and a half. The King expressed appreciation 
(A for the shipment and reiterated his faith in the United States 
as a friend of all small nations, including Saudi Arabia. 


The cable indicates that the King was perturbed over 
certain statements in the United States Congress concerning 
Arab - Jewish relations in Palestine, although he stated 
| that he would not register any formal protest. Generals Royce 
and Giles advised the King that as soldiers they had no 
authority to make any commitments in this matter. 


| , 
| 


Sincerely yours, 


Oped Qa 


PECLASsiFled ach sont © ALFRED OGDEN, 
£.0. 11652, See: 3. 1972. Major, A.U.8.; 
osp letter, MOF “lanl Executive Officer, 
yh wane Dot International Division. 
By- 


st 
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Marc) 14 {044 


My Gear Major Ogden: 


) I wish to acknowledge your letter of Mareh 9, 

; p 1944 regarding a cable received from General Royce 
ms in conneetion with his recent visit to King Inn Saud 
~ respecting a token delivery of arms. Your sourtesy 
o in keeping the Department informed in regard to this 


matter is greatly appreciated. 
Sineerely yours, 


Paul H. 
‘wer Alling 
Division of Near tera and Afriean Affairs 


/ Majer Alfred Ogden, 


kg; : Ye Executive Officer, 
< 
°44 International Division, 


Headquarters, Apmy Service Forees, 
Washington 26, D. 6, 


P a eer 
(| “ity 3/13/44 ; a Jan 
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— 2, 1944, Major General Ralph Royce, Command- 
ing Officer, United States Army Forces, Middle Hast, re- 
quested this Legation to secure alee ge for an army 
plane to land at Riyadh so that General Royce could 
present his successor, Ceneral Giles, to Fing Ibn Saud. 


Permission was secured as requested, and Generals 
Royce and Giles landed at the Fine's camp at Rawdat 
Tenhat, north of Riyadh, on March 6, 1944. They re- 
mained for only a short time, possibly an hour, and then 
proceeded to Cairo. 


King Ibn Saud has sent me word that in addition to 
presenting General Giles to the king and saying goodbye 
himself, General Royce 1) delivered samples of the arms 
to be supplied to Saudi Arabia by the United States; 2) 
furnished to the King a list of the arms which it is in- 
tended to supply; 3) discussed development of aviation in 
Saudi Arabia; and, 4) discussed the Zionist problem in 
Palestine and the resolution with regard to Jewish 
imnigration into Palestine recently introduced into 
Congress. 


Since receiving notice of the foregoing from the 
King, I have learned from an American at present in Jidda 
that sometime prior to February 22 General Royce had the 
intention of carrying sample arms to King Ibn Saud if he 
could find a suitable pretext. It therefore appears 
that General Koyce was not wholly frank with this 
Legation about the purpose of his visit to the ling, and 
it likewise appears that he may have gotten outside the 
scope of his authority in discussing with ling Ibn Saud 
the problem of Valestine. 


The Legation has had preyioug experiences with the ~~ 
Army authorities under General Royce or his predecessors. 
which have not inspired confidence in tle'’r attitude to- 
ward the Legation. Three instances are: 


l. 


Wallace Murray, “squire, save? 
Director, Office of ‘astern and 
African Affairs, 
Departnent of State, 
Washington. 


_ op | See 


a LEGATION OF THE Fone 1 
ore oe STATES OF AMERICA Wwe? 
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1. On January 11, 1943, an airplane made an un- 
authorized flight over Jidda and llecca, and caused a 
protest from the Saudi Government. Although the mark- 
ings of the United States Army were observed as the 
plane flew over Jidda, the Army authorities in Cairo 
and Gura steted that their records did not show any 
aircraft over or near Jidda or llecca on the date in 
question. 


2 A similar unauthorized flight occurred on 
September 3, 1943, and the military authorities like- 
wise disclaimed any knowledge of the plane. Any 
confidence the Tegation may have had in the accuracy 
of their statement was dissipated when an air officer 
(who could be named if necessary) came to Jidda a few 
weeks later and stated that the identity of the 
officer responsible for the flight over !fecca was 
known, that he was of high rank, and that a consider- 
able row had resulted from his action. 


3. On September 15, 1943, Colonel Alton WW. Howard 
came to Jidda, and while here stated that General Royce 
was ready to send a military mission to Saudi Arabia if 
such mission were requested by King Ibn Saud, and that 
General Royce himself intended to accompany the mission 
to Riyadh to present it to the Fing. Colonel Howard 
therefore suggested that the matter be brought to the 
attention of the King in a way that would permit the 
Ying to make the request, if he so desired. ‘vyhen the 
request was made, and was reported to the Department as 
well as to General Royce, the General denied that he 
had any plans for sending a mission to Saudi Arabia 
(Department's telegram no. 88 of October 14, 1943, 
10:00 p.m.). 


The foregoing instances explain why I was cautious 
in presenting the Army's request for permission to carry 
out an air survey in Saudi Arabia, and I believe that 
they justify caution in any other transaction with Saudi 
Arabia in which the military authorities are involved. 


It seems to me highly undesirable that this matter 
should be mentioned to the War Department or to any 
part of the Army. For the subject to be raised at all 
would only create resentment and friction, and the 
present good relations between the Army and this 
Legation, and perhaps other Foreign Service establish- 
ments in this area, would be unfavorably affected. 


It does seem worth while, however, for you to be 
in full possession of background facts so you can 


properly 


>_> 


, 
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properly evaluate any caution which may be displayed 
when in the future the military authorities call on 
this Legation for assistance. 


Sincerely yours, 





STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 


Dear Jimmie: 
Thank you for your interesting letter of 
Mareh 14, 1944 regarding certain incidents concern- 
2 # , fing the military authorities which have come to your 
w attention. I agree that it would be best to say 
ne nothing about them to the military authorities. How- 
ah ever, we shall bear all this in mind in connection 
with such matters as may arise in the future. 


Sincerely yours, 


Lerten © 
i The Honorable \ 
Sankt, ne James 8, Moose, Jr., 
» 28 a: : 
~a4 American Minister Resident ana Consul, . 
t X oh | 
Jidda. Ji ie a \ 


af" memphis 3/25/44 | \ 
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My Gear Mr. Seeretary: 


I refer to a telephone conversation between 
Colenel D. V. Johnson and an officer of this Department 
in the course of which Colonel Johnson was requested to 
transmit by telegrem a message to General Royoe at Cairo 
request him to make available an airplane for a spe- 
Gial flight to Saudi Arabie in erder that a message might 
be delivered urgently to the King, 


Colonel Johnson's cooperation in taking this action 
ie deeply appresiated since the ve delivery of the 
message was of great importance from the viewpoint of 
our foreign relations as well as our interest in the 
0141 holdings of American nationals in that area. 


Sinoerely yours, 


For the Seeretary of State: 


{4 Under Secretary 


a The Honorable . 
Pope: ; gi ef 
Py ‘ Henry L. Stimson, oe te | 
See Eog ie Seoretary of War. 
cre ot 
* i 4 u 7 
. "eg AD: JOB: MFA 2/2/44 N } h ry we fee 
CD:JCS:0CG 2/4/44 i Ant) pt ee, 
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PARTICIPANTS: Colonel Chaffee, Middle East—Africa Section 
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1 American-British Military Mission to Saudi 
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» War 
Department. 
Mr, Alling, NEA, 

Mr. Merriam, NE, 

Mr. Parker, NE, 
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Upon request Colonel Chaffee called on Mr, Alling 


Jd’ today to discuss the proposal of the British Foreign 


Office to send to Saudi Arabia a joint American—-British 
military mission to be headed by a Brit'’sh officer of 


Anglo-Saxon extraction and with experience and training 
in Arab countries, 


Colonel Chaffee etated that before coming over to the 


State Department he had ascertained the views of the appro- 


priate officers of the War Department and that the War 
Department was agreeable to the British proposal, In view 
of the primary British military responsibility in the Near 
Eastern area, it was agreed thet no objection is perceived 
to the mission's being headed by a British officer, 


However, it was agreed among those present that this 
Government's concurrence in the British proposal should be 
contingent on the agreement of the British to having an 
American head any financial or economic mission that might 
be sent to Saudi Arabia at Kiny Ibn Saud's request, 


It was agreed that the Stettinius mission in London 
should be advised in the foregoing sense and dia sont B 
to take the matter up with the Foreign Office, Meanwh 
Colonel Chaffee stated that the War Depertment would a 
vise General Giles in Cairo of these developments for h 


information 


DATE: April 29, 1944 
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or 


information but instruct him to take no action until a 
final agreement is reached with the British in regard to 
the matter. 


Mr, Alling then brought up the question of the pos- 
sible need of defending against enemy submarine attack 
by shell fire the proposed refinery of the Arabian American 
O11 Company at Ras Tanura, It was agreed that this is a 
matter which should be considered at a later date, It 
was pointed out that the refinery is not yet built and thet 
to bring the subject up at the present time might prove 
disconcerting to King Ibn Saud. It was considered possible 
that the joint military mission might train Arabian soldiers 
to operate weapons of a type needed to guard the refinery. 
However, it was agreed that no immediate steps would be 
taken along these lines until the proposed mission is formed 
and has had an opportunity to commence its work, 


Colonel Chaffee was asked the War Department's view 
on the question of who shall repair the road between Jidda 
and Riyadh. He was informed that British personnel of 
seven men had already arrived in Saudi Arabia to do the 
work and that Landis is sending a tractor and a scraper 
to our Legation at Jidda in connection with work on the 
road. It was agreed that the War Department should in- 
struct General Giles to talk this matter over with the 
British military authorities in Cairo and come to some 
appropriate arrangement with them that would permit in-~ 
Clusion Of some American personnel and appropriate American 
participation in’ the road building project, 
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The British Foreign Office, with the approval of the 

War Office, has suggested to Mr. Wallace Murray that there 
be a joint Anerican-British militery mission to Saudi 

. Arabia headed by a British officer of Anglo-Saxon extraction 
with Arablan experience and training provided King Ibn Saud 
consents to this proposal, It is contemplated that the 
British contingent of the mission vould be comprised 
principally and possibly entirely of Sunni Moslem Indian 


officers. 


The Department is advising the-stettiniuese-miasion 


VW6/SNO!SS!W Oc* SO68 


4a London that it approves of this suggestion and, in view 
of the primary military responsibility of the British in 

the Near East, perceives no objection to the proposed mission's 
being headed by a British officer, However, the Department 
is also informing A pres = En that its approval 


is contingent upon British concurrence in the viewpoint that 


any financial or economic mission that might be sent in the 


American, in view of the overwhelming American economic 





4nterests in Saudi Arabia, The Wam Department has been 


PREPARING OFFICE TO BE TRANSMITTED 
WILL INDICATE WHETHER ‘ SECRET 


Collect TELEGRAM SENT CONFIDENTIAL 


RESTRICTED 
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Rept es Bepartment of State 
Charge to Washington, 
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consulted with regard to the foregoing and has expressed 
ite full approval thereof, 
If the Foreign Office concurs in the foregoing, it is 
er that you and your British colleague may wish 
jointly to seek the King's consent to such a military mission, 
The War Department is advising General Giles of these 
developments for his information and will instruct him to 
take up the matter with the British military authorities in 
Cairo, If the Foreign Office concurs in the Department's 
views, you may wish to discuss this matter with General Giles 


when you go to Cairde 


jor 
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King recently secured services of three or four “yrian Mostem 
financial experts to help with -. 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED 


BJR ~ 815 ————Jidda 

This telegram must be 

Closely paraphrased be~ ated.May 3, 1944 

fore being i iene FROM : 
i=} 


to anyone. Rec'd 4 p.m, 4th 


Secretary of State, 2a YS SfATE 
‘| ? wd f 


Washington. | NO ipgaa 
! atelef- : 
| NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS 


144, May 3, 4 p.m, 






Colonel Garett B. Shomber was presented to King 
April 23 aa chief of United States Militery Mission 
Department's 80, Mey 1, 5 p.m. I fear grave weakening 
of American etanding and influence with King Ibn Saud 
if United States Migsion now witdrawn and British led 
Mission replaces it. If Department intends effectively 
to defend o1l reserves here such considerations can not 
be ignored, 

The King in discussing Military Mission never 
indicated any preference for Moslem instructors please 
confirm that Department wishes me in concernt with 
British Minister to obtain King's consent in change 
in Miggion, 


€t ir 


Becauee of overwhelming American economic interest 


Briti hould recogniz 
in Saudi A r in Economic and 


Financial Missions' advigers and experts without necessity 


of bargaining. 
Code text to Cairo eirmail for Giles. 
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AMLEGATION, 
| JIDDAs 


O“h* s 
94! alll ge 
Secret. The following is for your confidential 


background information only: 

It has been agreed, as a result of the preliminary 
wort 363 petroleum discussions just concluded in Washington between 
aoe American and British officials, that the proposed oil 

agreement between this Government and the British Government 


should contain a clause providing that each Government 


1 I1/SNO!ISS!IW O2° 4068 


and its nationals shall respect all valid concessions, 
contracts and rights lawfully acquired and shall not 
attempt unilaterally to interfere with such contracts or 
rights either directly or indirectly. If this clause is 
included in the final agreement, which now appears likely, 
it is considered that a material contribution will have a. 
been made to the protection of the American oil concession 
and interests in Saudi Arabia. You may wish to consider 
this development in connection with the suggestion made in 


AOE, UN (EO VAOSIOE, S| 
your 138, April 30, 7 p.m., to the effect that American 


TRE 


‘ 
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interests in Saudi Arabia can be safeguarded adequately only ae 


Ae 


if the Government is prepared to assume the entire respon- 


sibility of providing financial aid and supplies to Saudi C2 


a) 
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Charge Department: Department of State 

sare called Washington, 
os 
Arabia. 


In view of the President's approval of the Department's 
S40 FSIS 

recommendation referred to in Department's 58, April 13, 
7 pem., and developments arising out of conversations 
between Mr, Wallace Murray and Sir Maurice Peterson in 
London reported to you in mibsequent telegrams, the 
Department proposes to endeavor to work out with the British 
@ program for the extension of joint assistance to Saudi 
Arabia on a substantially fifty-fifty over-all basis, It 
is considered that it would be consistent with this policy 
for a British officer to head a joint military mission and 
for an American to head a financial and economic mission, 
It is hoped, therefore, that the Department, together with 
the War Department, may be able to arrange with the British 
and with King Ibn Saud for a Joint military mission, taking 
into consideration the developments reported Goes 


Mav Jo, 4 p.m., Of a character that would not embarrass 


Cozxonel Shomber or reflect upon Americen prestigee 
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| The Department, with the concurrence of the War 
"Senartaeet. approves of the British suggestion set forth 

in DELES 37 for a joint American—British military mission, 

to be headed by a British officer of Anglo-Saxon extraction 

and with experience and training in Arab countries, it 

being recognized that the British heve primary military 

responsibility in that area. However, the Department's 


and the War Department's approval of the Foreign Office's 


suggestion is contingent upon the Foreign Office's acceptance \ 4 


O 
of the viewpoint that, in view of preponderant American E 
economic interests in Saudi Arabia, any financial or economia, aq 
mission such as the one referred to in DELES no. 10 that id= 
may be sent to Saudi Arabia at the request of Ibn Saud should’ pe 
2 
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headed by an American, 

If the Foreign Office concurs in this viewpoint, 
4t is believed that our Minister Resident and the British 
Minister at Jidda should seek jointly to obtain King 
Ibn Saud'’s consent to such a mission and that the American 
and British military authorities in Cairo should be 


instructed to work out the details thereof among themselves, 
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London. 

32602 

. Please inform the Department when a reply may be 
expected from the he Offis Acadian the Depart- 
Y 70 F 20 Mrtcecr~ lo 

ment's suggestions in no, 348¢ , May 1, 5 p.m. regarding 
military and financial missions to Saudi Arabia. 
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Secretary of State 
Washington 


Awk3 , May L, 10:00 Bolo » 1944 , / 


xb 


This airgram amplifies Legation's telegram no / Leds 
May 3, 4:00 pom. — 


It does not appear from Department's no. 80, May 1, 
5:00 pem. that presentetion of Colonel Garrett B. Shomber 
to King Ibn Saud at Rawdat Tenhat on April 23, 1944, had 
been taken into oonsideration in oonnection with British 
proposal for British-led joint military mission to Saudi 
Arabia, After presentation of Colonel Shomber, Americen 
military mission to Saudi Arabia exists, and problem is 
no longer one of eltering plans, but of withdrawing 


ut “Amer Loan mission so it can be replaced by joint mission. 


Reference tq primary military responsibility of 
British in Near East and its application so as to 


establisn British priority in case of military mission 


is not understood. Experiences of all countries surround- 


ing Sauii Arabia and fr. Jordan's recent activities 
(Legation’s despatoh no. 153, April 13, 1944) seem to 
indicate that Saudi Arabia will need protection egainst 
British sooner than it will need British protection 
against third nation. King's fear of British reprisals 
mentioned in my 135, April 29, 11:00 p.m., make it likely 
that King would prefer American mission, though if both 
American and British Government's recommend chenge, he 
will perforce agree. 


Recent 
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Recent British proposals for assistance to Saudi 
Arabia have embodied implication that British are best 
placed to supply advisers and "experts" because they 
can secure Sunni Moslems from India or elsewhere who 
Can circulate freely in Saudi Arabia. A further 
ee 1s that the Saudi Government would prefer 

8. 


I am not convinced that this factor is importent 
or that it arose spontenenocuszly in King's mind. Under 
King's protection, Christians move about freely in 
Saudi Arable except in Holy Cities of Mecoa and lledina; 
and there is no reason why they could not work 
effectively without going to those places. The King, 
in discussion cf militery miss‘on, never suggested 
desirability of having Moslem instructors. of his 
Ministers once remarked that it would be useful to have 
Moslem pilots so airplanes could land in and fly over 
the Holy Cities. 


Now that American military mission is in being, to 
have it removed and replaced by British-leé mission 
would be grave blow to American prestige and standing. 
Arguments advanced for retention of road project in 
os hends apply much more strongly to military 

ssion. 


Department is aware of crecit for Lend-Lease 
assistance to Sauii Arabia which has gone to British 
Goverment instead of to United States. On more than one 
occasion King has asked why United States cannot pursue 
policy in Seudi Arabie without passing through intermediary 
of British. Change in military mission now will make King 
believe that American poster in Sawii Arabia is subordinated 
to Britiah policy and that British can at will take over 
any American project. Result will be loss of confidence 
in American plens or assurances and less favorable position 
for United States to defend American interests when required. 
Department might rscall that opinion of King is only opinion 
in Saudi Areblea which counts. 


American investments end concessions sare sufficient 


to 


Jidca A-i3 ~ 3 - 


to justify Americen priority with regard to economic 
matters, missions and advisers in Saudi Arabia; and 
there appears to be no reason why United States should 
be obliged to cede to the British leadership ‘. one 
of it@ justifiable projects (military mission) in 
order te secure British assent to a problematical 
econozi.i:: ;iasion wherein the priority of American 
interests 4°; wrquestionable. Nor should United States 
acquiesce in scheme for British financial adviser (or 
. ~+*) in Saudi Arabia. Readiness of British 
Minister to secure such "expert” after joint American- 
British @iscussions for a central bank which would 
give financial advice and assistance to Saudi Govern- 
ment in my opinion raises question of good faith. 


At present time, British have re pang a4 to 
cooperate with United States and withdraw their recent-~ 
ly Geveloped competitive schemes, or to endorse openly 
Wr. Jordan’s recent policy and to try to establish 
their influence or control over Saudi Arebie. 


Establishment of dominant Pritish influence in 
fArebiea or failure to do so may determine whether 
Arabian oil reserves shall be developed under smothering 
British protection (e.g. Kuwait and in) or whether 
they shall be develo freely under American initiative 
and direction. 


It would be appreciated if,in light of develoments 
about military mission, Department would advise whether 
or not subject of military adviser is still to be > 
mentioned to King at favorable opportunity (my 123, 
April 27, 1:00 p.m.). 


There is an gry Ss for equal shares between 
United States ani at Britain in supply problems 
affecting Sawli Arabia. British wish to participate in 
militery miegsion and have tean invited to participate 
im proposed central bank. Cepartment might look ahead 
to insure that equality of paiticipation in other 


projects 


wojecte does not lead to British participation in 
weabiem oi] reserves unless on term Te to 
ited States Goverment ani to concessionaire company. 


I shal) follow the Department's suggestion and 
discuss mtter with General Giles in 0a 
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mg commen catcud 
to anyoue. 


U. 8S. URGENT 
AMLEGATION, 


You should not (repeat not) mention to the King 


the subject of = military adviser or any other type of 


b yd adviser until instructed definitely to do so by the 
‘ 
990 : Department, which is now await » a8 indicated in 
Tassie 990F. 2 Mustcone / Ga_ 
Department's/80, May 1, 5 p.m., a reply from London 
setting forth views of Foreign Office regarding these 


matters. 
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seal a 
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AMLEGATION, | We EL) eT Oo 
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JIDDA. ae onal * 
/02 ) 
The following is a paraphrase of a telegram from z 
Oe res the matter referred to in Department's mt 
2é Pree LtOh-o¢ *. é)) 
Pay, oP a 24, 8 pele . 73) 
. gt BEGINNING OF PARAPHRASE Today the Embassy discussed = 
Nd with the Foreign Office the subject of Department's 4137, nd 
7 . of May 24, mi@pight. Foreign Office officials said that m= 
GA 


they had never heard by name of Major Anderson and that 
any statements he might have made in regard to a permanent 
British mission were QUOTE entirely unauthorized UNQUOTE 
and that undoubtedly Anderson was talking of something he 
knew nothing about, 

The Foreign Office informed the Embassy that a reply 
could be expected this week regarding the question of 


financial and military missions to be sent to Saudi Arabia. 
END OF PARAPHRASE. 
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to pat Bepeated to Cairo for Landis and Moose. 
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Sent to Jidda, and with reference to Department's 1242 
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On my 2 the Bibassy communicated to the Poreien oO 
gee flea 
office the contents of the Department ts 34005 May oe" = 
. M4 & <5 
94° pe 5 peme With reference to the Department's 35862, May 79) 
” 
S Peme, the Foreign Office today said that we can expect -: 
; O 
a reply "very shortly".. Matter has been held up pending i 
return from Cairo of Pinsent of British Treasury. He ~ 
arrived in London a few days agoe ON 
BUCKNELL . 
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AMLEGATION, 


JIDDA. 
joo 
The Department has repeated to London your 156, May 18, 


’ ye 


9 pom. with the following comment thereon: 
QUOTE With reference to the Department's viewpoint 
regarding the proposed military mission as set forth in 


(Or oo ae Du raew fp 


Department's 3489 May 1, 5 pem., and in view of yo 3959, 
May 16, 6 p.m, the Department does not understand the 
reference of Major Anderson to the INNERQUOTE permanent 
END INNERQUOTE character of the mission to which he refers, 
It would be appreciated if the Foreign Office might explain 
what Major Anderson may have haé in mind, UNQUOTE, 

Sent to Jidda. Repeated to Cairo for Moose and 


Landis. 


Please repeat to Cairo. 


Gr. 
s/ cAAP bbs 


Yea 
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Z Department is extremely anxious to ascertain 


as soon as possible the views of the Foreign Officg in 
FPO [—. Zo Prees wan A iad 
regard to the suggestions made in Department's P 
May 1, 5 p.m. concerning military and financial advisers 
for Saudi Arabia. 

As the Foreign Office is doubtless aware, American 
and British officials are now discussing in Cairo 
Saudi Arabian supply and fiscal problems with a view 


to endeavoring to seek their solution through joint 


veli/SNO!SS!IW 02° 3068 


American-British cooperative assistance, It is believed 
that a settlement of the adviser question might contribute 
to the successful outcome of these conversations now 


taking place in Cairo, ¢ 






It may be recalled that Foreign Offie officials recen 
a 


expressed to Mr, Wallace Murray the hope that conversations ( 
(D 
in Washington between Amcrican and British Treasury officialg 
be 
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regarding Saudi Arabian fiscal and monetary matters 
might be resumed as soon as possible, In as much as 
the adviser question is of a fundamental character with 
respect to the solution of Saudi Arabian problems, it 
has been considered advisable to await receipt of the 
Foreign Office's expression of opinion regarding this 
question before resuming the financial discussions in 
Washington, 

Please convey the substance of the foregoing to 
appropriate officials of the Foreign Office and express 
to them the hope that the Department may receive their 
expressions of opinion regarding the adviser question 


Av LE 
Fe en (4) 


CRO ewes an 5/30/44 VEO EH FMA 
Oo WwW Gl 


as soon as possible, 
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7 4446, June 2, 7 Dem. 
5 90 i yn The Foreign Office says that a reply concerning 
wr advisers for Saudi jrabia may be expected “very 


short}f, possibly in a day or two". (Seo Dopartmont 's 
4322, May 51, 5 peme). Foreign Office says that reply 
has been cleated by it and is now going the rounds 


of other government departments for approvaole 
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4615, Ninth». 
CONF IDENT TA Le P 
The Embassy has received the following lottor dated \ 
June from Sir Maurice Peterson (seo the Department ts 
34807 oo a ove a A\ 
I am writing in reply to your letter of the 2nd per 
Moy, commnicating the substance of o tolegram from tho \ | 
State Department concerning military and financial | 
advisers to Saudi Arabia, I note that the Stato Departmeds 
accepts the suggestion we made to Mre Wallace Murray that : 
we should propose to Ibn Saud a joint British American 
military mission to Saudi AreMia with a British office 
at the head, but that the State Department's cpproval 2. 
is subject to the condition that any economic or en 
financial mission that may be sent to that country ct the 
request of Ibm Saud should be headed by an Amerioan.. 


I think 


w20f/4615, Ninth, from London. 


I tYink F ‘ghowtd let you know that our latest 
informtion indisates that it may be very difficult to 
porsuado Ibn Saud to accept any christion officors at 
Olle Should this prove to be tho casc, we will consult 
with the State Departmont whether it is bettor for us 
to supply Moslem officers only, or whother tho whole 
idea of a military mission should be dropped. I think 
that our conversetions in London showed conclusivoly 
that in this matter our interests and the American 
interests run entirely parallel and we shall discuss it 
with you with complete frankness, 

I presume that the condition regarding an economic 
or financial mission does not apply to the request which 
Ton Saud made to us last March to be provided with a 
Sumnie-Moslem financial adviser to help him with expert 
advice in reorganizing his country's finances? (It is 
apparently essential that the financial expert shall be 
& Moslem owing to the Saudi Arabian Treasury, where he 
will have to work, being situated in Mecca), There has 
not yet been any question of an economic or financial 
missiotr boing sent to Saudi Arabia so far as we know, 
and J am not quito sure how far such a proposal would 


meet with 


~S—#4615, Ninth, from London. 


meet with Ibn Saudts Opprovals, But if and when the 
question of sending on economic mission arises, wo 
should be inclined to agree that the leadership of it 
should be determined according to which party has the 
preponderant interest in Saudi Arabian economy and 
finance at the timee 

As you will rocall, we agreed with Mre Wallace 
Murray that 'the larger financial and supply problems 
of Saudi-Arabia ought to be dealt with as far as possible 
on a joint basis in consultation between the two 
Governments. We entirely adhere to thise I hope you 
will agree, moreover, that we can each support the 
experts which eithor of us select for these important 
places where we have joint interests, and can have 
confidence in their willingness to further our common 
interests We for our part have,.as Mre Wallace Murray 
recognized, done everything in our power to support 
Dre Millspaugh and mke the Persians understand that he 
and his staff have our full and entire confidenco, 
Similarly we trust that when the Middle East Supply 
Centre send a represontative to Jidda ( I understand 
that Colonel Coneybeare, an- American, is their latest 
appointment ) he may count on the assistanco of both our 


Legations 


~4-$4615, Ninth, from London. robe 


Iegations and that ho may be correspondingly counted. 
upon to further the joint interests of both our 
countriese The same considerations should, I think, 
apply to the work of any British or American experts 
whom our two Governments may agree to send to advise 
Ion Saude 

Would you very kindly communicate this reply to 
the State Department if, as I hope, we can agree on 
this basis then we will send the necessary instructions 
to our Minister in Jidda. 

I should like if I may to refer to another matter 
concerning Saudi Arabia as I am writing to you on the 
subjecte I hear that there is a rumor in the Middle 
East that His Majesty*s Government, through their 
represent atives at Jidda, themselves suggested to 
Ion Saud that he might make this stipulation about the 
financial adviser and the officers being Sunni Moslems, 
with the object of restricting the choice to British 
subjects, and to cut out the Americanse I should like 
to say that the State Department may be categorically 
assured that this rumor, into which we have enquired, 
is absolutely unfounded. The proposal originated 
spontaneously from Ibn Saud, without any prompting from 


Ire Jordan 


Zaf 


~5-94615, Winth, from London. 


Mr Jordany or any other British source, and we have 
reason to believe that Ibm Saud feels strongly on the 
sub jects 

I feel that in this question of advisers we have 
to consider not only American and British interests 
but also Tbn Saud?s ae ree He has to be extremely 
careful not to expose himself to criticism to the effect 
that he, as guardian of the holy places of Islam and as 
leader of one of tho strictest Moslem sects, has come 
under foreign influence and has accepted Christians to 
administer his affairse I am mre the State Department 
will agree that we shall have to be careful to handle 
these questions of advisers in a way which will not 


lower Ibn Saud'"s prestige amongst his own peoplee" 
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¥, Please Wnake the following reply to Sir Maurice 

__Reterson's letter of June 8 concerning Saudi Arabia 
$99F. 20 pide’ orn [iS 
quoted in your 4615 of June 9: 
QUOTE I have been asked to convey the gratification 
of the Department of State that you have expressed in your 
letter of June 8, 1944, reiterated assurance of adherence 
to the agreed principle that the larger financial and 
supply problems of Saudi Arabia ought to be dealt with 
as far as possible on a joint basis in consultation between 
our two Governments, 
The support to which you refer accorded to Dr, Mills+ 

paugh by British officials in Iran is fully appreciated. 
It may be recalled, however, that Dr. Millspaugh's mission 
was formed at the suggestion of the British Government, as 
well as upon the request of the Iranian Government, to 
cope with special conditions arising out of the war, The 
situation in Iran, therefore, for this and other reasons 
does not appear to be entirely analogous to that prevailing 
in Saudi Arabia. 
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In considering Saudi Arabian matters, both our 
Governments, I believe, are seeking a solution of long= 
range problems which will ensure the prosperity and 
development of Saudi Arabia, as well as safeguard our 
respective interests in that country. It is recognized 
that the Neer East, in which there are many British Moslem 
subjects, is an area of primary British military operational 
responsibility. For this reason the Department of State, 
in conjunction with the War Department, signified its 
approval of the Foreign Office's suggestion that a joint 
military mission be sent to Saudi Arabia under the leadership 
of a British officer of Anglo-Saxon extraction. This 
approval, however, was made contingent upon the understand- 
ing that any financial or economic mission which might be 
sent to Saudi Arabia should be headed by an Ameriean, 

By this reference Was meant any mission of a financial or 
economic character or any expert or experts furnished by 
either the American or British Government for the purpose 
of advising the Saudi Arabian Government with respect to 
financial or economic matters. In making this suggestion 
the Department had in mind particularly the request for a 


financial adviser reported to have been made last March 
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by King Ibn Saud. It was contemplated, therefore, that 
4f but one adviser should be furnished, he should be an 
American and that, if he should be provided with an 

assistant, such assistant should be British or, if with 
several assistants, they should be of mixed nationality, 

The reason it was proposed that the head of any 
financial mission or that a single financial adviser 
furnished to the Saudi Arabian Government be an American 
is that the preponderant interest in Saudi Arabian economy 
is unquestionably American in character and will presumably 
remain so for many years to come, As you know, the principal 
economic resource of Saudi Arabia is its petroleum reserves, 
As you know also, the concession to develop these reserves 
is held by an American company, Inevitably, therefore, the 
economy of Saudi Arabia will be based upon 011 produced as 
the result of subetantial American capital investments, For 
this reason it is considered that the question does not 
arise as to which party may have a preponderant economic and 
financial interest in Saudi Arabia at such time as a financial 
mission might be formed, 

Saudi Arabia's traditional commercial relations with 


neighboring British countries, howédver, must be taken into 
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consideration. Thus, it ie sincerely hoped that satisfactory 
arrangements may be worked out to deal jointly with the 
larger Saudi Arabian financial and supply problems, 

Of course, with respect to furnishing advisers, we 
must be guided by the wishes of King Ibn Saud, However, 
I think you will agree that, if our Governments are to 
support the Saudi Arabian economy through the extension of 
joint material aid, it would not appear unreasonable to 
suggest that King Ibn Saud have the benefit of the advice 
of qualified experts as to the manner in which this aid is 
utilized, Advice of this kind not only would contribute to 
the implementation of our plans for the extension of joint 
assistance but also undoubtedly would prove helpful to the 
Saudi Arabs themselves, It might be well, therefore, to 
ask the King whether he is agreeable to our suggestions, 
namely, that he avail himself of the services of a joint 
military mission headed by a British officer of Anglo-Saxon 
extraction and of an American financial adviser to function 
either singly or as head of a joint financial mission, To 
demonstrate to him our cooperative approach toward the 
solution of Saudi Arabian problems, it 18 proposed that our 


respective representatives at Jidda be instructed to visit 
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him. In the event you feel you cannot concur in 
this proposal, my Government may contemplate instructing 
the American representative to visit the King to ascertain 
his views regarding the adviser question. 

If 1t should appear that the location of the Treasury 
at Mecca presents complications, an inquiry might be made 
as to the possibility of transferring the Treasury elsewhere. 
At least, such a transfer should not present many physical 
or transportation difficulties, However, if this should 
not prove feasible, it is believed that a foreign financial 
adviser could function effectively with respect to matters 
of policy at Jidda, the port of Mecca. 

It is hoped that we shall be able soon to formulate 
detailed plans for dealing with Saudi Arabian financial 
and supply problems on a joint and cooperative basis and 
that our representatives in Jidda may be instructed to r 
discuss the adviser question with King Ibn Saud in the near 
future, UNQUOTE. 
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The following telegram to London is repeated for yo 
your information: ~ 

QUOTE Please make the following reply to Sir 
Maurice Peterson's Tee ete pe Saudi » 
Arabia quoted in your 4615 of June 9i'/ /% ‘, 

INNERQUOTE I have been asked to convey the gratifi- ee i 
cation of the Department of State that you have expressed , 
in your letter of June 8, 1944, reiterated assurance of \s 


adherence to the agreed principle that the larger financial x 
and supply problema of Saudi Arabia ought to be dealt with ina 
as far as possible on a joint basis in consultation between ia, 
our two Governments. / 

The support to which you refer accorded to Dr, Mills- 
paugh by British officials in Iran ise fully appreciated, 
It may be recalled, however, that Dr. Millspaugh's mission 
was formed at the suggestion of the British Government, as 
well as upon the request of the Irmian Government, to 
cope with special conditions arising out of the war. The 
situation in Iran, therefore, for this and other reasons 


does not appear to be entirely analogous to that prevailing 
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in Saudi Arabia. 

In considering Saudi Arabian matters, both our 
Governments, I believe, are seeking a solution of long- 
range probleme which will ensure the prosperity and 
development of Saudi Arabia, as well as safeguard our 
respective interests in that country, It is recognized 
that the Near East, in which there are many British Moslem 
subjects, is an area of primary British military operational 
responsibility. For this reason the Department of State, 
inconjunction with the War Department, signified its 


. approval of the Foreign Office's suggestion that a joint 


military mission be sent to Saudi Arabia under the leadership 
of a British officer of Anglo-Saxon extraction, This 
approval, however, was made contingent upon the understand 
ing thet any financial or economic mission which might be 
sent to Saudi Arabia should be headed by an American, 

By this reference was meant any mission of a financial or 
economic character or any expert or experts furnished by 
either the American or British Government for the purpose 
of advising the Saudi Arabian Government with respect to 
financial or economic matters. In making this suggestion 
the Department had in mind particularly the request for a 


financial adviser reported to have been made last March 
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by King Ibn Saud. It was contemplated, therefore, that 
if but one atviney ehould be furnished, he should be an 
American and that, if he should be provided with an 

assistant, such assistant should be British or, if with 
several assistants, they should be of mixed nationality. 

The reason it was proposed that the nead of any 
financial mission or that a single financial adviser 
furnished to the Saudi Arabian Government be an American 
is that the preponderant interest in Saudi Arabian economy 
is unquestionably American in character and will presumably 
remain so for many years to come, As you know, the principal 
economic resource of Saudi Arabia is its petroleum reserves, 
As you know also, the concession to develop these reserves 
is held by an American company. Inevitably, therefore, the 
economy of Saudi Arabia will be based upon oil produced as 
the result of substantial American capital investments, For 
this reason it is considered that the question does not 
arise as to which party may have a preponderant economic and 
financial interest in Saudi Arabia at such time as a financial 
mission might be formal. 

Saudi Arabia's traditional commercial relations with 


neighboring British countries, however, must be taken into 
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consideration, Thus, it is sincerely hoped that satisfactory 
arrangements may be worked out to deal jointly with the 
larger Saudi Arabian financial and supply problems, 

Of course, with respect to furnishing advisers, we 
must be guided by the wishes of King Ibn Saud. However, 
I think you will agree that, if our Governments are to 
support the Saudi Arabian economy through the extension of 
joint material aid, it would not appear unreasonable to 
suggest that King Ibn Saud have the benefit of the advice 
of qualified experts as to the manner in which thie aid is 
utilized, Advice of this kind not only would contribute to 
the implementation of our plans for the extension of Joint 
assistance but also undoubtedly would prove helpful to the 
Saudi Arabs themselves, It might be well, therefore, to 
ask the King whether he is agreeable to our suggestions, 
namely, that he avail himself of the services of a joint 
military mission headed by a British officer of Anglo-Saxon 
extraction and of an American financial adviser to function 
either singly or as head of a joint finencial mission. To 
demonstrate to him our cooperative approach toward the 
solution of Saudi Arabian problems, it is proposed that our 


respective representatives at Jidda be instructed to visit 


King Ibn Saud together in order to make these suggestions to 


- . 
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him, In the event you feel you cannot concur in 
this proposal, my Government may contemplate instructing 
the American representative to visit the King to ascertain 
his views regarding the adviser question. 

If it should appear that the location of the Treasury 
at Mecca presents complications, an inquiry might be made 
as to the possibility of transferring the Treasury elsewhere, 
At least, such a transfer should not present many physical 
or transportation difficulties, However, if this should 
not prove feasible, it is believed that a foreign financial 
adviser could function effectively with respect to matters 
of policy at Jidda, the port of Mecca, 

It is hoped that we shall be able soon to formulate 
detailed plans for dealing with Saudi Arabian financial 
and supply problems on a joint and cooperative basis and 
that our representatives in Jidda may be instructed to 
discuss the adviser question with King Ibn Saud in the near 
future. ‘END INNERQUOTE. END QUOTE. 
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Reference Department's 132 ff 1 and 
1242 / May 24. S90f2 6 edt oneg 7 

The following information may throw light on 
Major Anderson's remarks. Jordan in private dis- 
cussion with me made it clear that the military 
mission to Saudi Arabia referred to in the agreed 
minutes of Murray-Petterson conversations was not 
the temporary type of military mission such as thcse 
headed by Major Anderson or Colonel Shomber (USA) 
but a broad mission of the type thet General Ridley 
has in Irane Jorden said Ibn Saud had requested 
such a mission that he wanted it headed by a Moslem 
specifying particularly « Sunni-Moslem and thet the 
conversations in London from the British standpoint 
had this type of a military (xeston in minds 


Sent to Department ¢s 15645" repeated to London 
as 85. : 
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ie MOOSE AND LANDIS. sj 
The following 1s the text of a letter dated June 8 ~~ 
from Sir Maurice Peterson to the Embassy in Londony a ° 
QUOTE I am writing in reply to your letter of the 
end May, communicating the substance of a telegram from nd 
the State Department concerning military and financial ~\ 
advisers to Saudi Arabia. I note that the State Department “iy, 
accepts the suggestion we made to Mr, Wallace Murray that | 
we should propose to Ibn Saud a joint British American , 
military mission to Saudi Arabia with a British officer 
at the head, but that the State Department's approval is »* 


subject to the condition that any economic or financial 

mission that may be sent to that country at the request i 

of Ibn Saud should be headed by an American. & 
I think I should let you know that our latest ry 

information indicates that it may be very difficult to ‘” 

persuade Ibn Saud to accept any Christian officers at.all, 

Should this prove to be the case, we will consult with 


the State Department whether it is better for “Ay DRS 
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Moslem officers only, or whether the whole idea of a 
military mission should be dropped. I think that our 
conversations in London showed conclusively that in thie 
matter our interests and the American interests run entirely 
parallel and we shall discuss it with you with complete 
frankness. 

I presume that the condition regarding an economic 
or financial mission does not apply to the request which 
Ibn Saud made to us last March to be provided with a 
Sunni-Moslem financial adviser to help him with expert 
advice in reorganizing his country's finances? (It is 
apparently essential that the financial expert shall be a 
Moslem owing to the Saudi Arabian Treasury, where he will 
have to work, being situated in Mecca), There has not yet 
been any question of an economic or financial mission being 
sent to Saudi Arabia so far as we know, and I am not quite 
sure how far such a proposal would meet with Ibn Saud's 
approval. But if and when the question of sending an 
economic mission arises, we should be inclined to agree 
that the leadership of it should be determined according to 
which party has the preponderant interest in Saudi Arabian 


economy and finance at the time, 
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As you will recall, we agreed with Mr. Wallace Murray 
that INNERQUOTE the larger financial and supply problems 
of Saudi Arabia ought to be dealt with as far as possible 
on a joint basis in consultation between the two Governments 
BND INNERQOTE. We entirely adhere to this. I hope you 
will agree, moreover, that we can each support the experts 
which either of us select for these important places where 
we have joint interests, and can have confidence in their 
willingness to further our common interests, We for our 
part have, as Mr, Wallace Murray recognized, Gone everything 
in our newer to support Dr. Millspaugh and make the Persians 
understand that he and his staff have our full and entire 
confidence, Similarly we trust that when the Middle East 
Supply Centre send a representative to Jidda (I understand 
that Colonel Coneybeare, an American, is their latest 
appointment) he may count on the assistance of both our 
Legations and that he may be correspondingly counted upon 
to further the joint interests of both our countries, The 
same considerations should, I think, apply to the work of 
any British or American experts whom our two Governments may 
agree to send to advise Ibn Saud. 

Would you very kindly communicate this reply to the 


State Department. If, as I hope, we can agree on this. 
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basis then we will send the necessary instructions to 
our Minister in Jidda. 

I should like if I may to refer to another matter con- 
cerning Saudi Arabia as I am writing to you on the subject, 
I hear that there is a rumor in the Middle East that His 
Majesty's Government, through their representatives at Jidda, 
themselves suggested to Ibn Saud that he might make this 
stipulation about the financial adviser and the officers 
being Sunni Moslems, with the object of restricting the choice 
to British subjects, and to cut out the Americans, I should 
like to say that the State Department may be categorically 
assured that this rumor, into which we have inquired, is 
absolutely unfounded, The proposal originated spontaneously 
from Ibn Saud, without any prompting from Mr, Jordan, or any 
other British source, and we have reason to believe that Ibn 
Saud feels strongly on the subject, 

I feel that in this question of advisera we have to 
consider not only American and British interests but also 
Ibn Saud's own position. He has to be extremely careful not 
to expose himself to criticism to the effect that he, as 
guardian of the holy places of Islam and as leader of one of 
the strictest Moslem sects, has come under foreign influence 


and has accepted Christians to administer his affairs. I am 
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sure the State Department will agree that we shall have 
to be careful to handle these questions of advisers in a 
way which will not lower Ibn Saud's prestige amongst ris 
own people, UNQUOTE. 

Please submit your comments on the foregoing to the 
Department as soon as possible, 


Please repeat to Jidda. 
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ie requested in Department Js 144y June 12, R 
midnight, following corments offered. Sent to Departnent ws, 
as 1664, repeated to Jiddc. es 
(1) Suggest corments of Moose and of /lgiers on ! 
alleged objection of Ten-Saud to other than Moslem 
. officers ond advisers as I am unable to make worthwhile C: 


cormmt on this subject, 
(2) If no Moslem military officers sent Ibn-Saud as 
requested British fear here he my go to French or Russians el 


for such aid as they can of course supplye are G, 
GC 


(3) Grave doubt on; @pontaneous origin of proposelo 
Moslen financial saviedn despite denial. : 

(4) No insuperable objection to provision of Chris tise 
finencial expert seen in location of Saudi Arabian Treasury 


in Mecca, bos 
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MS 
members of Military Mission and insistence that 
financial adviser be Moslem appeared on occasion 4 


of Jordan's visit to Riyadh and simultaneously with 


British projects in competition with American Military 





Ilfission y proposed banking institution. Department's 
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/ 
1441 to Cairo, Jume 15, 10 a.m. and Landis! reply 


June 17, 10 p.m. 5 

King makes no secret of his dislike for French 2h 
and likelihood that he would ask for French or even oe 
Russian lfilitary Mission stems remote. 


Sent Department, repeated Cairo for Landis. 
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8 November 1943. 4s! oly 
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[rh 
Mr. Paul H. Alling, DECLASSIF'ED 
Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs, £0. 1) 52, Sec. am ana ms © 


Department of State, 


Washington, D. C. " Cl. letter, May 3, 1572 
-~-, NARS Date_ aye 2 
Dear Mr. Alling: 


The following are paraphrases of an exchange of cables 


relating to the proposed military mission to Saudi Arabia: 


1943: 


1943: 


(1) To General Marshall from Generel Royce, dated 23 October 


"Message to State Department from Minister to Saudi 
Arebia of which I have copy indicates request by King for 
U.S. military visit to meke survey for possible Lend- 
Lease aid. If same approved by War Department, this 
headquarters prepared to make visit. Can arrange to meet 
King at Jidda in near future, which would be better than 
later trip to Riad. Kinpy is now at Mecca. Reauest 
decision as soon as possible and simultaneous notification 
to officials at Jidda by State Department". 


(2) To General Royce from Generel Marshall, dated 24 October m 

) 
"War Department has no objections to rev:uest made 

in your cable of 23 October. King may be advised by 

mission on terminology of equipment, types needed, or 

channels to use in applying. Mission will impress 

applicant that demands for equipment from fighting fronts 

always exceed supply in world-wide war, will make no com- 

mitments and will not encourage such requests in this or 

any other case. Your recommendations, when formal _appli- 

cation is filed through you, should be bas#d on need fer  . * 

equipment as it affects war making ability of Y.S. and ei 

Allies, inciuding maintenance of internal ordek in gress of 

interest to U.S. You may make pertinent commernits , gut will 

give no considerations to desirability from ponies point 

of view of assigning equipment requested." s 
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(3) To General Royce from General Wright, signed by General 
Styer, dated 2 November 1943: 


"Suggest you include radio technician in mission 
mentioned in your cable of 23 October to determine what 
radio equipment needed to maintain lew and order in view 
of request by Saudi Arabia on State Department in Washington." 


Attached hereto is a copy of the letter from Colonel Chickering, 
dated 21 October 1943, and received on 6 November 1943, to which I 
referred in our telephone conversation today. Because this has just 
been received, we have not had time to consider the recommendations 
contained therein. 


Sincerely yours, 


ew. 


C. WRIGHT, 





Director, International Division. 


Encl. 
Cy ltr to 
CG,ASF, fm Col. 
Chickering. 
21 Oct 43. 
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NARS Date-- rhe 
BY . 
21 October, 1943. we 
UBJECT: Saudi arabia Request for Lend-Lease .ssistance. : N 
TO : Commanding General, 4.S.F., Washington, |. C. UWS 
(attn: Director International aid Division). * Yy 
p> 
A) 
1. This Headquarters ha: received a li t of items desired under S \ 
Lend-Lease by Saudi Arabia. . 
vy 
2. This list eomsists of the following eight (8) categories: yi 
a. Equi ment for the manufacture of cartridges and arms. di 
“bh. 
be Bquipment for the repair of arms. b 
ce Rifles and cartridges. ¢ 
a. Tanks, armed and armored cars for use on plains, rough 
terrain and sand, ¥! 
e. Light guns for emergency use. 7 


f. «anti-aircraft guns. 


& «drplanes for mail carrying and other uses within caudi- ~ —_ 
.rabia. , 


he. Technicians familiar with the above items. » 
al ‘ 
> 


The attached tabulation "," indicates our recomendation on 4 
categories a to h inclusive. Category h is com ented on in paragraph 
4 below. 


SY 
d 
a 
“Na 
3. In commenting upon this request it hus been recognized that: A 
Oy 


a. There is an acute short ge of skilled or semi-skiiled ~ "9 
native manpower in Saudi rabia. ‘ 


b. Sufficient equijment to maintain reasonable security with- 
im the country is «all that is warranted. 


c. No political advanteges have been considered. 
«i = 
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(EQUALS BRITISH MOST SECRET & SECRET) 


Amount 
Category. Item 


>-. Light for emergency 
use - Indefinite 


Guns, Rea pores cerca 45, 
with spare parts & accessorics 
& 3 months supply ammunition 


Q@uns, machine, Cal. 30 M-1917- 
Al, with spere parte end accessor- 
fies &3 “athe pani of eammanition 


‘Guns, wechins, Cal.5@, ES 
aire parts & uesevecries & "s 
supply of anrment tion 


6. AntieAircreft Guns Indefinite 
-%. Airplanes for mail carry 

and other uses within Saudi- ane rr ; 

Arabia Indefinite 


SAUDI <- 


=, 


Total Amount 


etter htt 
ARABIA REQUIR EMANTS 


’ ' 
50 50 
6 6 
1 1 
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Total Amount Recommended To be Furnished In The 
Months As Indicated 
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JIDDA. 


ja 0 
If you feel that you can do so discreetly 


without the likelihood of unfortunate repercussions, 

Department desires you to ascertain, as suggested 

in your 184, June 29, 8 a.m., the origin of the 
stipulation that the advisers be Sunni Moslems, 
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This telegram must be 
closely paraphrased be- Dated June 29, 1944 
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> | mn 
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4 To avoid appearance of doubting Jordan's word, 3 
On 
tb no inquiry has been made as to origin of stipulation D 
dee that advisers must be Sunni Moslems. Reference De~ nf 
fr, ; ) 
A Ee partment's 1441, June 12, midnight and 114, June 23, © 
a | 1 - SK 26M, 12h, bh 
e3e 7 pem,, Cairo's selina to 17, 10 p.m. and my 179, “y, 


June 23, 2 pele If Department so desires, I can try 
to learn locally how restriction originated. 


Solicitude for King's prestige expressed in 


last paragraph of Peterson's letter has not been evi-~ = 
dent in recent conduct of British Minister here. 5 
In my opinion reply with regard to economic mis« te 
sion and financial adviser fails to give sufficient C) 
recognition to American economic interests and there- Gg 
fore constitutes no basis of agreement. 5. 
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Dear Wallace: 


I want to express my thoroughgoing approval of the reply to 
Sir Maurice Peterson's letter of June Z ee in the Department's 
- F$9DF,.%O Meateon 
telegram No. 119 of July 3, 1944, 7:00 sa . The Department's 
position is sound, and its argument very neatly put. 


of.¥? 
In this connection, one question comes to my mind. This is 


Mine not the first time that the Department has admitted that the Near 


S 

. East, including Saudi Arabia, is an area of primary British military 
Sn 
rs responsibility. 1 should be interested to know just what this ex- 


a 
F N 

7 
Eg pression means, insofar as Saudi Arabia is concerned, particularly 
Pe in view of the fact that the only conceivable threat to Saudi inde- 
8 


pendence and territory at the present time would be from the British 


themselves. 





Possibly I can learn the answer to that question when I get to 





Washington. I trust that that time is not long off. 


sincerely, 


1 


State Dept. Bys 


CLASSIFICATION CHANGED TO SECRET 


Authori 


Director, Office of Eastern and African Affairs, 


Department of State, Washington. 


apni omens 
Wallace Murray, Esquire, o 
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Thie telegram must be 


pevaphrosed before bring Dated July 21, 1944 
voi nun ated to anyone 
oher chan a Government Rec'd 1:50 a.m. 22nd, 


Agcney. (REBTRICTED) 


Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


5768, July 21, 6 pem. (SECTION ONE) 

Embaset * has now been handed by Sir aurice Peterson 
Aa reply to ite letter of July 7 concerning Saudi 
arebia, (See the Department's 5199, July 1, 11 p.©.) 
The text of the reply reade follows: 

"Many thanke for your letter of the seventh July 
regerding thr adviserehipe in Saudi Arabia. We should 
hive been very willing to consider the b»eie which the 
State Department have put forward for a joint approach 
to Ibn Saud if that basis did not iterlf rest on whet 
s€eme to us false premiere, 

I refer more particularly to the etatemert 
contained in the fourth paragraph of your letter, vize: 
'The preponderant interest in Saudi Arsbian economy 
is unquestionably Am€rican in charscter.! 

Quite apart from the emall export activitire 
of Saudi Ar bilan merchante, which in normal times 


have to a 
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-2- #5768, July %", 6 pam, (8=CTION ONE) from London, 


heve to a very large extent alwaye been transacted 

with Britieh trrritori¢ce ¢nd atrriling oren countriro, 
ther€ i6 the revenue arising from the pilgrimag™ (which 
ie not even mentioned in your letter). ‘ven today, 

when the pilgrimage ie much reduced for war re: sons, 

the foreign revenue accruing tc Saudi Arabia from it 

ie cetimated at the Equivalent of four million riyale. 
Some of thie is in the form of pilgrimage trriff revenue 
accruing to the Saudi Arabian Government and some in 

the form of money spent in the country by the pilgrime. 

While, of couree, the pilgri oge 16 not exclusively 
a British concern, Britain is the gre’ test Moslem power 
and nm Large proportion of the pilyerimne are Hritieh, 
while even those of other nationalities come, toa 
very great extent, from eterling »arfa countries which 
ie of major importance for Ssudi Arbia. 

Ae againet this preecnt Amr ican contrib.tion to 
the economic life of Saudi Aredia (apert from the 
present supply program which is to fF sharrd between 
us €qually and, therefore, n€ed not come into this 
Gdiecueeion) 18, according to our information, somewhnt 
below four million riyals a yesr in royalties by tne 


oll conpany 


~3~ #6768, Juicy 21, 6 p.m. (SECTION ONE) from London. 


oil company plue loca] expenditure by the company 


estimated at about one million riyale. Incidentally, 





the arrangement recently made by which the company's 





requirements of currency for local expenditure are 

mit by the supply of silver riyals on Eease-Lend 

Will, in fact, m€an that Seudi Arabia will receive 

che benefit of only a proportion of the foreign currency 
which the company's local expenditure would normally 
bring into the country. 
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Washington. 
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London 


Dated July 21, 1944 
Rec'd 6:30 a.m. 22nd. 


5768, July 21, 6 p.m. (SECTION Two, 


If we turn to the future, it eceme certain that 


thr Saudi Arabian income from ite oil resourcts will 


incr€ase and, indeed, we hope it will be 6o. 


It is 


however at least equally certain that pilgrimage 


revenues also will increase by anything up to 10% 


when the In¢ian and Far Saetern pilgrimages can agin 


take place, Jt. aleo to be foreseen that when 


conditions of travel L°come casier larger numbers of 


pilgrims will vieit Mecca from Middle Castern eterling 


ar€a countrits. 


In all Srankness, thr -sfore, it seems to us that 
the American claim to preeent preponderance in Saudi 
Arabian ¢€oonomy is based upon a misconception of the 
facte, The situstion will no doubt change in the future 


as oil prcducticn develops, and the position can, very 


willingly on our par:, be reconsidered when Saudi 


Arabia 
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~2- #5768, July 21, 6 p.m.(SECTION TWO) from London. 


Arabia c€asee to depend mainiy on economic relations 
with eterling arza countries. 

I should lixe to recall again that we have to take 
account in Savdi Arabia of the undoubted prejudice 
against Christiane. A Christian financial adviser 
will certainly find difficulties, in obtaining i:ifor- 
mation and ln getting hie advice accepted, which will 
not apply to the same extent to a Moslem. I think 
Experience in other Middle Cast countries shows con- 
Clusively that unless the local officiale cooperate 
wholeheartedly it ie very hare for a foreign advierr 
to make effective progress. Therefore as both you 
and we wieh for impreved financial conditions in Saudi 
Arabia it etill seems to us more practical to give 
Idn Saud the sort of adviser he wante. 

I should be grateful tf you would bring the above 
to the notice of the State Department. 

Sir Maurice said That She Soreye @ffice would 
be glad to lea he commente of the Department o: the 
contents of this letter. 

(END MESSAGE ) 
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In Section Two of London's 5768 dete’ July 21, 
5 Peme, page 2 last paragranh line @ insert after 
"Vearn" "and give prompt considerat'on to", Should 
now reed" be gliead to learn ond give prompt con- 


sideration to the comients of the Denertnent on 


the” et cetera. Acvice from London. 
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In Section Two of London's 5768 dated July 21, 
6 Pom., page 2 last paragraph line 2 insert after 
"Vearn" “and give prompt consideration to". Should 
now read" be glad to learn and give prompt con- 
sideration to the comuents of the Department on 
the" et cetera. Advice from London. 
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The following telegram from London is repeated for 


your information: 


QUOTE Embassy has now been handed by Sir Maurice 
Peterson a reply to its letter of July 7 concerning Saudi 
\ 
Arabia . (See the Department's 5199, July 1, 11 p.m.). 


The text of the reply reads as follows: 





TO BE TRANSMITTED 
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RESTRICTED 
CLEAR 


RESTRICTED 
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INNERQUOTE Many thanks for your letter of the seventh 


July regarding the adviserships in Saudi Arabia. 


We should 


have been very willing to consider the basis which the 


State Department have put forward for a Joint approach to 


Ibn Saud if that basis aid not itself rest on what seems 


to us false premises. 


I refer more particularly to the statement contained 


in the fourth paragraph of your letter, viz.: SUB INNERQUOTE 


The preponderant interest in Saudi Arabian economy is 


unquestionably American in character. END SUB INNBRQUOTE 


Quite apart from the small export activities of Saudi “t= 


¢j 


Le 


Arabian merchants, which in normal times have to a very ry 


large extent always been transacted with British territories 


at 


and sterling area countries, there is the revenue arising 
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cre Deparment Wepartment of State CLEAR 


RESTRICTED 
~2= Washington, 


from the pilgrimage (which is not even mentioned in your 
letter). Even today, when the pilgrimage is much reduced ; 
for war reasons, the foreign sda shat ag heProre: Pad se te mak 
Arabia from it ie estimated at the equivalent of four million 
Yiyals. Some of this is in the form of pilgrimage tariff 

revenue accruing to the Saudi Arabian Government and some 

in the form of money spent in the country by the pilgrims. 

While, of course, the pilgrimage is not exclusively 
a British concern, Britain is the greatest Moslem power and 
a large proportion of the pilgrims are British, while even 
those of other nationalities come, to a very great extent, 
from sterling area countries which is of major importance 
for Saudi Arabia. 

As against this present American contribution to the 
economic life of Saudi Arabia (apart from the present supply 
program which is to be shared between us equally and, 
therefore, need not come into this discussion) is, according 
to our information, somewhat below four million riyals a year 


in royalties by the o11 company plus local expenditure by all 


. shoud \ae 10 ten Soe Pog. gti te Ladde ' 
the company estimated at about one million riyals. Incidentally, 
the arrangement recently made by which the company's 
requirements of currency for local expenditure are met by 


the supply of silver riyals on Lease-Lend will, in fact, mean 


seem cme ce ee wane aut 
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that Saudi Arabia will receive the benefit of only a 
proportion of the foreign currency which the company's 
local expenditure would normally bring into the country. 

If we turn to the future, it seems certain that the 
Saudi Arabian income from ite oil resources will increase 
and, indeed, we hope it will be so. It is however at least 
equally certain that pilgrimage revenues also will increase 
by anything up to 100 per cent when the Indian and Far 
Eastern pilgrimages can again take place. It is also to be 
foreseen that when conditions of travel become easier larger 
numbers of pilgrims will visit Mecca from Middle Eastern 
sterling area countries. 

In all frankness, therefore, it seems to us that the 
American claim to present preponderance in Saudi Arabian 
economy is based upon a misconception of the facts. The 
situation will no doubt change in the future as oil production 
develops, and the position can, very willingly on our part, 
be reconsidered when Saudi Arabia ceases to depend mainly 
on economic relations with sterling area countries, . 

I should like to recall again that we have to take 
account in Saudi Arabia of the undoubted prejudice abainet - 
Christians. A Christian financial adviser will certainly find 
aifficulties, in obtaining information and in getting his 
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adyice accepted, which will not apply to the same extent 
to a Moslem. I think experience in other Middle East 
countries shows conclusively that unless the local officials 
cooperate wholeheartedly it is very hard for a foreign 
adviser to make effective progress. Therefore as both you 
and we wish for improved financial conditions in Saudi 
Arabia it still seems to us more practical to give Ibn Saud 
the sort of adviser he wants. 

I should be grateful if you would bring the above to 
the notice of the State Department. END INNERQUOTE 

Sir Maurice said that the Foreign Office would be glsd 
to learn the comments of the Department on the contents of 
this letter. Winant. END QUOTE 


Please forward text of above to Cairo for information 
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T have the honor Soport that a ceremony took place 
on July 18, 1944, at Taif, where the camp of the U.S. Mili- 
' , tary Mission to Saudi Arabia is located, in connection with 
940 . a display of military equipment and war material being 
z#%&/ furnished by the United States. 


fi 944 Colonel Garrett B. Shomber, Chief of the American 
| Vv Military Mission, had devoted much effort to the proparation 
of the exhibits and had arranged for a ceremony which would 


constitute the formal inauguration of the work of his mis- 
sion. The mission reached Taif early in June and the inter- 
vening weeks had passed in establishing camp and enraging 

in preliminary training. 


Colonel Shomber several times reiterated his desire 
that the American Minister Resident attend the opening 
ceremony. I therefore drove from Jidda to Taif early on 
the morning of the 18th, accompanied by Mr. R. Eldon Ellison, 
British Chargé d'affaires during the absence of the British 
Minister, and by Third Secretary Geier of this Legation, 
returning the following afternoon. At Taif we were the 
guests of Shaikh Abdullah Sulaiman, the Saudi Minister 


It was held at the camp of the American Military Missi 
where a special canopy had been erected to shade the p 
cipal guests. The guest of honor was the Amir Abdullah, 
eldest son of Amir Faisal, Viceroy of the Hejaz and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of the kingdom of Saudi Arabia. ‘Shaikh 
AbduJ.lah Sulaiman and his brother, Hamid Sulaiman, together 
with Izzeddine Bey Shawa, Director ofthe Bureau of titties’ 
and Public Works, and nume gus other officials attended. 

A guard of honor of Sauli s fers lined the approaches to 
the canopy, under which the American and the Saudi flags 
were displayed side by side. 


Finance. 
The ceremony. was scheduled for three in the of 
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Colonel Shomber made a brief opening speech, expressing 
his pleasure at the attendance of His Royal Highness, Amir 
Abdullah, and his appreciation of the spirit of cooperation 
shown by all Saudi authorities since the arrival of the 
Mission in Taif. He stated his conviction that the work.of 
the Mission would prove of real value both to Saudi Arabia 
and to the United States. 


Shaikh Abdullah Sulaiman delivered a lengthy disserta- 
tion in reply, expressing the thanks of the Saudi authorities 
to the United States Government and to Colonel Shomber, and 
a belief in the permanent close relations between the two 
countries. 


I then addressed words of appreciation to His Highness 
and declared that the Military Mission was one of many ways 
in which the American Government showed its desire to render 
assistance to the Saudi Arabian Government. 


Amir Abdullah made the closing remarks. He stated 
that the gift of this fine, modern military equipment and 
the instruction as to its use was much appreciated by the 
Saudi Arabs, a nation traditionally schooled in the arts 
of war. He felt that the American Mission represented a 
permanent contribution to good will and understanding 
between the United States and Saudi Arabia. 


Izzeddine Bey served as interpreter for these speeches. 


Colonel Shomber then conducted Amir Abdullah and the 
principal guests to several of the tents in the camp, where 
samples of the war material furnished by the United States 
Government were on display. Machine guns, rifles, ammunition 
of all types, communication, transport, and medical equip- 
ment were displayed advantageously in these tents. Exhibits 
were explained by American officers attached to the Mission. 
After the exhibits of war material had been seen, the guests 
were driven to the newly constructed firing range, where an 
exhibition was given by American personnel. 


Numbers of residents of Taif in addition to the local 
dignitaries attended these performances, and it is believed 
that the ceremonies represented a conspicuous success for 
Colonel Shomber and his Mission. 


Respectfully yours, 
ames Sie Moos’, Jr. 
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Original and hectograph to the Department. 
Copy to American Legation, Cairo 
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I have received a note from Maurice Peterson 


re of the Foreign Office to the effect that there 


are two typing errors in his letter regarding the 
proposed financial adviser to Saudi Arabia transmitted 
in Embassy's 5768, vn. 6 pem. Peterson states 
that in third paragraph of figure of 4 million 

riyals should be 40 million riyals and that in 

the fifth paragraph the second figure should be ten 
million riyals and not one million riyals. 
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The following from London 4s repeated for your information 


REDEPTS 150 July 26, 7 pem. QUOTB I have received a note from 


Maurice Peterson of the Foreign Office to the effect that there 


are two typing errors in his letter ee Po the e proposed finan- 
9970 F. RO Meddion Y7- 214 yf 
Clal adviser to Saudi Arabia transmitted in Embassy's/4768, July 21, 


tw O¢2* 3068 


6 poem. Peterson states that in third paragraph of figure of 4 miiion0 
riyals should be 40 million riyals and thet in the fifth paragraph S 
the second figure shouldbe ten million riyals and not one million a 
riyals. UNQUOTE nD 
Please inform AEMME. i 
Shffincas 
Acting 
(6P™) 
Gas a 
7/31/ bebe 
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closely paraphrased be- Dated August 28, 1944 
fore being communicated ; 
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Washington 





258, August 28, 9 a,m. a 

d F. 79 | The Legation understands that the first training » 
A course for 50 Saudi Arabian Army officers being given 7 
gu at Taif by a eee States Military Mission (despatch <- 

7° y 203, 245 28) at be completed about October 5th and wi 
that some consideration has been given to terminating 2 

mission at that time. Saudi authorities have been greatly ‘ 

wah pleased with work of Mission and have been counting on 
ae its training at least one additional group of 150 officers. 2 
(Repeated to Cairo for Eddy and Moose). nh 


It is strongly recommended that Mission be continued 
at least until January lst to permit instruction of this 


second group. 
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Tue Honorable, 





T.¢ Gesretary of State. 
Dear Mr, Secretary: 


The questions raised in State Department memorandum of August 
11, 1944, concerning the training of Saudi Arabian pilots in the United 
States have been given careful consideration. The War Department agrees 
to the desirability of fulfilling the commitment that the King of Saudi 
Arabia considers the United States to have made. It is felt that this 
training can be best accomplished in Saudi Arabia. 


It is therefore recommended that you consider the dispatch to 
Saudi Arabia of a small Air liission of four or five officers, appropriate 
enlisted strength and suitable equipment. This Air liission in addition 
to performing a training mission could, if desired, provide occasional 
air transportation for the King or his highest officials. 


If you concur in the desirabiiity of an Air Mission to Saudi 
Arabia it is recommended that the necessary arrangements be made for 
the ecceptance of this Mission by the King and that you advise the War 
Department in order that such a Mission may be assembled and dispatched. 


Sincerely yours, 


i hoe 


Secretary of War. 
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September 20, 1944 


It would be appreciated if substantially the following 
memorandum might be transmitted as soon as possible to 
Colenel H. R, Maddox, Chief, Liaison Section, OPD, War 
Department: 


Reference is made to Mr. Stimson's letter 
ef September 8, 1944 addressed to the Secretary 
of State setting forth a proposal of the War 
Department to dispatch an Air Mission to Saudi 
Arabia for the purpose of training Saudi Arabian 
pilots and mechanics in that country in lieu of 
training them in the United States as was con- 
templated originally. 


The proposal of the War Department to send 
this Mission te Saudi Arabia is considered to be 
a very desirable solution of the problem, The 
American Minister at Jidda reports, however, that 
initially there is likely to be keen disappointment 
in Saudi Arabian official circles that Saudi Arabian 
students will not have an opportunity to study in 
the United States at thie time. He suggests that 
in proposing to the Saudi Arabian Government the 
Gispatch of an Air Mission to Saudi Arabia that 
emphasise be placed upon the possibility ef pro- 
viding occasional transportation by air for Saudi 
Arab officials, the great opportunity of selecting 
suitable candidates and the possibility that the 
Air Mission may remain to afford training te a 
greater number of candidates and to supervise those 
who have graduated from the course. 


In addition to the suggestions of the Minister, 
it is believed that 1t would be extremely helpful 
if the Saudi Arabian Government might be informed 
that it is the intention of the War Department to 
do as follows in addition to what already has been 
proposed in Mr, Stimson's letter: 


1. To turn over eventually to the 
Saudi Arabian Government such equipment 
as may be sent to Saudi Arabia for the use 
of the Mission at such time as the Mission 
may be withdrawn; 


2. Ta 


VISO 


ety Temuepyuog 


mn 
= 
164) 
(O 
Oo 
mT 
N 
O 
= 
” 
~” 
O 
ra 
Bis. 
Ce) 
J 
130) 
os 
bh 





+} - 


We AED, 


fh ne +] ter 


460 
~~ 


2, Te bring te the United States 
fer further ning some advanced 
students whe have eted the course 
im Saudi Arabie and have displayed 

. am aptitude for flying. : 


It would be eciated if the Department 
ef State might be informed whether the War 


tment coneurs in these twe additional pro- 
posale, : . 


Go P,. Merrian 
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“ATP AET ayy lo MisMORANDaM 


"£0: Colonel H. Re Maddux, 
acai Liaison office, Operations Division, 
War Department General Staff 
Room 3-E-839, ~entagon Building. 


FROMs Liaison Officer 


SUBJECT: Training of Saudi siaieanias pilots and mechanics. 


Te te 1% 


There is quoted below a message which is transmitted 
at the request of the Division of Near Eastern Affairs: 


"Reference is made to Mr. Stimson's letter 
of September 8, 1944 addressed to the Secretary 
of State setting forth a proposal of the War Depart- 
ment to dispatch an Air Mission to Saudi Arabia for 
the purpose of training ‘audi Arabian pilots and 
mechanics in that country in lieu of training them 
in the United States as was contemplated originally. 


"The p al of the Wer Department to send 
this Mission Saudi Arabia is considered to be 
a very desirable solution of the problem. The 
American Minister at Jidda rig agheet. however, that 
initially there is likely to keen disappointment 
in Saudi Arabian official circles that Saudi Arabian 
students will not have an opportunity to rhage | 
the United “tates at this time. He suggests that 
in proposing to the Saudi Arabian Government the 
dispatch of an Air Mission to ‘audi Arabia that 
euphasis be placed upon the possibility of pro- 

occasional transportation by air for Saudi 

Arab officials, the great opportunity of selecting 
suitable candidates and the possibility that the 
Air Mission may remain to afford training to a 


greater 
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greater number of candidates and to supervise those’ 
who have graduated from the course. 


"In addition to the suggestions of the Minister, 
it is believed that it would be extremely helpful 
if the Seudi Arabian Government might be informed 
that it is the intention of the War Department to 
do as follows in addition to what already has been 
proposed in Mr. Stimson's letter: 


"1. To turn over eventually to the 
Saud: Arabian Government such equipmert as 
may be sent to Sandi Arabia for tne use of 
the Mission at such time as the Mission may 
be withdrawn}; 


"2. To bring to the United States for 
some advanced students who 
have completed the course in Saudi Arabia and 
who have displayed an aptitude for flying. 


"It woulc be appreciated if the Department of 
State might be informed whether the War Department 
concurs in these two additional proposals. " 


Robert Dudley Longyear 
Acting Assistant Chief, Division of 
asalaas, vity tion 
fe) Navy 
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In reply refer to 
NE 


My dear Mr. Secretary: 


The ation at Jidda reports that the Saudi 
Arabian authorities are atly pleased with the work 
ef the United States Military Mission under Colonel 
Shomber and that they have been counting on having 
this Mission train at least one more group oomprising 
one hundred fifty officers. 


The Legation points out that the first training 
course will be completed about October 6, 1944 and 
that the termination of the Mission at that time has been 
considered. The American Minister at Jidda recommends 
strongly that the Mission be continued until January 1, 
1945 in order that instruction may be given to this 
second group of officers as desired by the Saudi Arabian 

ernment. 


It is, of course, atifying to learn that the 
Baudi Arabian Government has been pleased with the work 
of the Mission. The Mission, therefore, has made a 
valuable contribution to the strengtheni of friendly 
ties between the United States and Saudi bia. In view 
of the importance of the American-owned 011 concession 
in Saudi Arabia, it is in the national interests of the 


United States that these ties of friendship be aclige: Nits 


as much as possible. It is hoped, therefore, that 
work of the Mission will be continued at least until the 


first of the year as a means of cementing our friendly and 


cordial relations with the Government of Saudi Arabia. 


Sineerely yours, 
rng JADELE 
Geséell B=)) F 


The Honorable 
Henry Lewis Stimson, / 


Secretary of War. \o~ { f 
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The Honorable, toh 


The Secretary of State. 
My dear Mr. Secretary: 


Reference is made to your letter of September 9, 19h) 
in which you request continuance of the U. S. Military Mission 
to Saudi Arabia. It is noted that you consider that the Mission 
has made a contribution in the interest of goodwill between the 
United States and Saudi Arabia. In accordance with your request 
instructions are being issued to the Commanding General, U. S. 
Army Forces in the Middle East, to continue the mission at least 
until January 1945. 


An expression of your thoughts with respect to the 
need of the Mission after January 1, 195 will be appreciated. 


Sincerely yours, 


Wen, k Vicrronr 
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War Department states it is instructing Commanding 
General, USAFIME to continue the United States Military 
Mission to Saudi Arabia at least until January of next year. 

War Department requests expression of Department's 
opinion regarding the need of the Mission after January 1, 
1945. Please submit your recommendations in this regard 
together with reasons. in support thereof, 
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MEMORANDUM TO THE DEPARTMENT CF STATE: 


Attention: Mr. Robert Dudley Longyear, 


Division of Foreign Activity Correlation Liaison, 
Wary-Navy. 


Subject: Training’ef Saudi Arabian Pilots 
and Mechanics. 


The additional suggestions made in State Depertment memorandum 
of September 21, 19h, concerning the dispatch to Saudi Arabia of a 
small air mission has been given careful consideration. The War De- 
partment approves that portion of the letter which refers to the 
recommendations of the American Minister at Jidda but feels that the 
additional recommendations of the State Department, namely: 


1. To turn over, eventually, to tne Saudi Arabien 
government such equivment as may be sent t> Saudi Arabia 
for the use of the mission at such time as the mission 
may be withdrawn; 


2. To bring to the J. S. for further training some 
advanced students who have completed the course in Saudi 
Arabia and who have displayed an aptitude for flying, 


be not considered until the mission has heen definitely set ur ond 
is operating in Saudi Arabia. 
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Attention is invited to the last naragraph of the letter of = 


September 8, 19);)), to the Secretary of State from the Secretary of = 
War recommendin; that the State Department make the necessary arran:je4 

ments for the acceptance of the mission by the King. As stated in zg 
the letter the War Department can take no concrete action +e 
matter until this clearance is obtained. 





For the Secretary of War: 


Charlo: 


fo AROLD R. MADDIX, 
Colonel, GSC, a 
Chief Liaison Section. OPD, WDSS. v 





v1so 


: 
“~K 


“SECRET 


ys NE: WLP ; 10/4/44 


0 





No, /46 
To the 
Officer in Charge of the American Mission, 


Jidda. 


The Secretary of State encloses a copy of a com- 
munication from the Secretary of War dated September 84, 
1944, a memorandum from the Department to the War Department 
dated September 21, 1944 and a memorandum from the War 
Department dated September 28, 1944 concerning the train- 
ing of Saudi Arabian pilots and mechanics. 


The comments of the Officer in Charge of the American 
Mission are requested with respect to the two additional 
recommendations referred to in the two enclosed memoranda, 


Enclosures: 


1. Copy of a letter to 
The Honorable the Secretary 
of State from the War 
Department, September 8, 1944, 

2. ad of a memorandum to 
Colonel H. R. Maddux, Chief, 
Liaisen Office, Operations 
Division, War Department General 
Staff from the Liaison Officer, 
September 21, 1 4a. 

5. Copy of a memorandum to the 
Department of State from the 
War Department, September 28, 1944, 
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TELEGRAM 
476 
MK-734 Cairo 
This telegram must be ; 
closely paraphrased be-~ _ Dated September 29, 1944 


fore being communicated 
to anyone. (CONFIDENTIAL) Rec! @ 5:25 pem. 


Secretary of State 


2927, September 29 One 


PA R] 
Washington a ” BGs y SIATE | jf 
| ne 


FROM .EDDY. 


Recommend US Military Mission of Instruction be 
$40 h tC Metdecr. |F- 14944 
continued aftcr January (re Department's Jidda 
No. 190, Septembor 23, 7 pm). 

(One) Mission has been successful and doeply 
appreciated by Saudi Government and people. In 
addition to professional achievements political 
effect has been holpful,. 

(Twe} Mission is helping to overcome prejudice 


against froe travel in interior and to overcome 


suspicion of military encroachment on sovorcignty. . 


(Three) British aro now reinforcing their rolatively 


ineffective mission and we should maintain presont US 


lead, 


(Four ) 
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~Qu7f2927, September 29, noon, from Cairo. 


(Four) Mission could include preposed Air Corps 
mission to train Saudi pilots and mechanics, I 
believe strongly one continuing military mission 


preferable to separate temporary missions. 


TUCK 


qe 


October 5, '$4 
In reply er to —_ 
NE SenF ao Bhenions/o-06e4 ; 


SECREB 


My dear Mr. Secretary: 


I refer to your letter of September 19, 1944 
> the United States Military Mission to 
Sau@i Arabia will be continued at least until January 
1946 and requesting an expression of my opinion regard- 
ing the need of continuing the Mission after that time, 


The Asierican Minieter in Jidda has been asked to 
submit his recommendations es Ce the continuance of 
the Mission after Janua 945. In this connection 
he has expressed the fol owing opinions: 


1. The Minister recommends a continuance 
of the United States Military Mission of In- 
struction after January 1945. 


2. The Saudi Arabian Government and people 
deeply appreciate the Mission, which has been 
successful. The political effect of the Mission 
has been helpful in Saudi Arabia as well as have 
been the professional achievements of the Mission, ~ 


3S. The Military Mission is being instrumental 
in overcoming prejudices against travelling freely 
in the interior of Saudi Arabia and is also over= 
coming suspicions of infringement upon sovereignty 
or of military enoroachments,. 


4. The British Government at present is 
strengthening its comparatively ineffective Mission, 
and the Government of the United States ought to 
maintain the lead which it hae at present. 
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The Secretary of State. = ae letter, May 4, 1972 rhe) 
ve 32} 
Dear Mr. Secretary: Ah... NARS 


I have your letter of October 5, setting forth 
your recommendation that the United States !filitary Mission 
to Saudi Arabia be continued after January 1945. ‘This 
matter, together with all other pending questions concerning 
Saudi Arabia, is being submitted to the Joint Chiefs of Staff 


for their consideration and determination. 


Sincerely yours, 


Oe Se) ee 


Secretary of War. 
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GRADUATION EXERCISES OF THE 
FIRST STUDENT CLASS OF THE 
UNITED STATES IILITARY MISSION 
AT TAIF 


Prepared by Nils E. Lind 


The graduation exercises of the first student class 
of the United States Military Lission at Taif were held 


o1 October 11, 1944. The Legation at Jidda was represented 
and Colonel 


4y the Minister, Attaché Lind and Clerk Coffey 
Coneybear, FEA representative for Arabia, and Sek ee. Park 
and Cypher, local representatives of the Saudi Arabian 


Mining Syndicate and the Arabian American 011 Company, res- 


pectively, were also present, for this was to be a great 
occasion for American-Arabian relations and for Colonel 
Shomber, head of the mission. 


The party put up at the camp and the Taif hotel, a 
small building permanently reserved for the use of the 
mission. At nine o'oclook next morning the large audience 
tent commenced to fill up with Saudi officials and scores 
of bedouin chiefs in their colorful robes and long swords. 
The American cuests were conducted to seats at the far end 
of the tent, on either side of two large gilt chairs re- 
served for His Royal Highness the Amir Faisal and his son 
Abdullah Faisal. At 9:30 the blare of bugles and ing 
drums announced the arrival of the Amir. Between t 
rows of soldiers and preceded by the general of the 
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and his staff, and with five gaudily attired negro body- 
guards welking with drawn swords behind them, the Amir 

and his son approached the tent. The whole assemblage 
rose and saluted as the royal party entered. In the ab- 
sence of artillery, a series of heavy detonations were, 

set off in a nineteen gun salute. Coffee was passed and 

a moment later Colonel Shomber rose and made the welcoming 
speech. At the end he asked Colonel Eddy to say a few 
words and introduced him to the assemblage. 


Everyone leaned forward as Colonel Eddy stood up, 
and to the amazement of all, they heard him speak forth 
for five minutes in exoellent Arabic. There was a notice- 
able movement among the crowd and mumbled approval as they 
strained to catoh every word. They heard him wish heaith, 
long life and happiness to the King, the Amir and the 
Royal Family and for several minutes the loud and enthu- 
siastic clapping expressed their delight and approval. 
For the first time the representative of America, the 
country all Saudis have come to respect and admire, was 
able to speak to them in their own tongue. The expres- 
sions of friendship between the two countries, the honor 
of addressing them on this auspicious occasion which added 
cooperation between our friendly armies to the bonds of 
friendship already cemented between our peoples and our 
two rovernments, fell like soft rain and the comforting 
feeling of a protecting friend. 


Then the Amir stood up and silence fell. ‘ith very 
evident sincerity in his voice, the Amtr thanked Colonel 
Eddy and said: “It is the very good fortune of our country 
that the great republic of Amerioea,. whose friendship has 
become so dear to us, has in its wisdom sent to us a repre- 
sentative who not only speaks in our tongue but who was 
also born in Arab lands. ‘We honor him as a brother and 
repose our whole confidence in him, for we know that 
through him our two countries will be drawn into that olose 
unity of purpose which is the prayer of all Saudi Arabians." 
The Amir turned to Colonel Shomber and expressed the sin- 
cere pratitude of himself and the King for the training 
program. “The patience and the ability of Colonel Shomber 
has endeared him to every student under his command and to 
us all. I will not assume the pleasure of handing out the 
certificates," he said, "for this honor must go to Colonel 
Shomber, the builder of our new army." 


On a table close by lay the certificates and standing 
beside the colonel the Saudi commander read out each name 
and the students one by one came forward, saluted and 
accepted his roll. 


The Amir and company were then escorted to all the 
section tents and the various equipment explained to them. 
Many hundreds of visitors followed behind, swamping the 
tents and grounds. As the Amir bade farewell he showed 
how ereatly he was impressed by the thoroughness with which 
the course had been planned and carried through. The 


medical 
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medical tent had been rreatly enlarged and improved, and 

it too came in for high praise and admiration. It was the 
Saudi doctor, the only non-Syrian in Arabia, who lingered 
long in this tent, studying the instruments admiringly. 

He kept saying, "You Americans must help us; you must build 
us a hospital and teach us in all the new wonders of medicine." 


The tactical manoeuvres began in the afternoon with the 
Saudi students in complete command. They demonstrated their 
ability in an attack, but what interested the crowds perched 
on all the surrounding hills was the rapid machine gun fir- 
ing, the tracer and incendiary bullets, all of which, in 
between distant explosions set off by an officer well con-~ 
cealed, transformed the silent desert into a veritable 
battle ground and all felt that the day had been a happy 
and exciting one. 


The Amir followed the whole demonstration with interest, 
for he realized perfectly well that few of the students, 
before their training course, had ever fired a rifle, to 
say nothing of a 30 or 50 caliber machine fun. Now the 
students could rush forward, each bearing a part of a gun, 
assemble it rapidly and commence firing. He was aware also, 
that the students had been trained in the care of their 
weapons and how patiently this had been drilled into them. 


Realistically the ambulance rushed back and forth 
bearing stretchers of supposedly wounded men, but with all 
the firing in a plain full of troops and the "unmanageable 
crowds not a single accident occurred. 


The event was a conspicuous success. It would be 
difficult to exaggerate the value of the United States 
Military Mission to the efficiency and morale of the Saudi 
Arabian Army, and to the strengthening of Arabian respect 
and friendship for Americans. They have heard of America's 
efficiency and power as sonething far over the horizon. 

Now they have seen it in America’s officers, men and equip- 
ment, integrated into an efficient and friendly mission. 


So ended the memorable day, and as the sun dipped 
toward the horizon the desert resuned its peace and the 
crowds trudged back to their homes. 


Approved: 
Nils i. Lind 
Attaché of Legation 


"‘Alliam A. Eddy 
American HNinister 
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Copy to General Giles, £E. 
Copy to Colonel Shomber. 
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GRADUATION EXERCISES OF THE 
FIRST STUDENT CLASS OF ‘THE 
UNITED STATES MILITARY MISSION 
AT TAIF 


Prepared by Nils E. Lind 


The graduation exercises of the first student class 
of the United States llilitary Lission at Taif were held 
o1 October 11, 1944. The Legation at Jidda was represented 
.y the Minister, Attaché Lind and Clerk Coffey, and Colonel 
Coneybear, FEA representative for Arabia, and Messrs. Park 
and Cypher, local representatives of the Saudi Arabian 
Mining Syndicate and the Arabian American 011 Company, res- “ » 
pectively, were also present, for this was to be a great 4 
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occasion for American-Arabian relations and for Colonel 
Shomber, head of the mission. 


The party put up at the camp and the Taif hotel, a 
small building permanently reserved for the use of the 
mission. At nine o'clock next morning the large audience 
tent commenced to fill up with Saudi officials and scores 
of bedouin chiefs in their colorful robes and long swords. 
The American guests were conducted to seats at the far end 
of the tent, on either side of two large gilt chairs re- 
served for His Royal Highness the Amir Faisal and his son 
Abdullah Faisal. At 9:30 the blare of bugles and beating 
drums announced the arrival of the Amir. Between two long 
rows of soldiers and preceded by the general of the army 


and 
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and his staff, and with five gaudily attired negro body- 
guards walking with drawn swords behind them, the Amir 
and his son approached the tent. The whole assemblage 
rose and saluted as the royal party entered. In the ab- 
sence of artillery, a series of heavy detonations were 

set off in a nineteen gin salute. Coffee was passed and 

a moment later Colonel Shomber rose and made the welooming 
speech. At the end he asked Colonel Eddy to say a few 
words and introduced him to the assemblage. 


Everyone leaned forward as Colonel Eddy stood up, 
and to the amagement of all, they heard him speak forth 
for five minutes in excellent Arabic. There was a notice- 
able movement among the crowd and mumbled approval as they 
strained to catch every word, They heard him wish health, 
long life and happiness to the King, the Amir and the 
Royal Family and for several minutes the loud and enthu- 
siastic clapping expressed their delight and approval. 
For the first time the representative of jmerica, the 
country all Saudis have come to respect and admire, was 
able to speak to them in their own tongue. The expres~ 
sions of friendship between the two countries, the honor 
of addressing them on this auspicious occasion which added 
cooperation between our friendly armics to the bonds of 
friendship already cenented between our peoples and our 
two rovernments, fell like scft rain and the comforting 
feeling of a protecting friend. 


Then the Amir stood up and silence fell. With very 
evident sincerity in his voice, the Amir thanked Colonel 
Eddy and said: “It is the very good fortune.of our country 
that the great republic of Amerlee,; whose. frtpndanty has 
become So dear to us, has in its wisdom sent to us a repre- 
sentative who not only speaks in our tongue but who was 
also born in Arab lands, We honor him:as a brother and 
repose cur whole confidence in him, for we !mow that 
through him our two countries will be drawn into that close 
unity of purpose which is the prayer of all Saudi Arabians." 
The Amir turned to Colonel Shomber and expressed the sine 
cere gratitude of himself and the King for the training 
program, "The petience and the ability of Colonel Shomber 
has endeared him to every student under his command and to 
us all. I will not assume the pleasure of handing out the 
certificates," he said, "for this honor must go to Colonel 
Shomber, the bulider of our new army." 


On a table close by lay the certificates and standing 
beside the colonel the Saudi commander read out each name 
and the students one by one came forward, saluted and 
accepted his roll. 


The Amir and company were then escorted to all the 
section tents and the various equipment explained to them. 
Many hundreds of visitors followed behind, swamping the 
tents end grounds. As the mir bade farewell he showed 
how ereatiy he was impressed by the thoroughness with which 
the course had been planned and carried through, The 
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medical tent had been rreatly enlarged and improved, and 

it too came in for high praise and admiration. It was the 

Saudi doctor, the only non-Syrian in Arabia, who lingered 

long in this tent, studying the instruments admiringly. 

He kept saying, "You Americans must help us; you awst bpild 

us e hospital and teach us in all the new wonders of medicine." 
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The tactical manoeuvres began in the afternoon with the 
Saudi students in complete command. They demonstrated their 
ability in an attack, but what interested the crowds perched 
on all the surrounding hills was the rapid machine gun fir- 
ing, the tracer and incendiary bullets, all of which, in 
between distant explosions set off by an officer well con- 
cealed, transformed the silent desert into a veritable 
battle ground and all felt that the day had been a happy 
and exciting one. 


The Amir followed the whole demonstration with interest, 
for he realized perfectly well that few of the students, 
before their training course, had ever fired a rifle, to 
sey nothing of a 30 or 50 caliber machine run. Now the 
students could rush forward, each bearing a part of a gun, 
assemble it rapidly and commence firing. He was aware also, 
that the students had been trained in the care of their 
weapons and how patiently this had been drilled into them. 


Realistically the ambulance rushed back and forth 
bearing stretchers of supposedly wounded men, but with all 
the firing in a plain full of troops and the unmanageable 
crowds not a single accident occurred. 


The event was a conspicuous success. It would be 
difficult to exaggerate the value of the United States 
Military Mission to the efficiency and morale of the Saudi 
Arabian Army, and to the strengthening of Arabian respect 
and friendship for Americans. They have heard of America's 
efficiency and power as sonething far over the horizon. 
Now they have seen it in America’s officers, men and equip- 
ment, integrated into an efficient and friendly mission. 


So ended the memorable day, and as the sun dipped 
toward the horizon the desert resuned its peace and the 
crowds trudged back to their homes, 


Approved: 
Nils I. Lind 
Attaché of Legation 


‘William A. Eddy 
American Minister 
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In Hectograph to the Department. 
Copy to General Giles, DSAFTIE. 
Copy to Colonel Shomber. 
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Subject: Proposed Air Mission to Saudi Arabia. 
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The Honorable oa 
The Secretary of State ; 
Washington 5, D.C. _t 
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Sir: 

, 

I have the honor to refer to the Department's Secret 
Despatch No. 196 of October 10, 1944, and to comment as 
follows on the two additional recommendations: 


1. The proposal to bequeath to the Saudi Arabian 
Government equipment brought here and used by the Aviation 
Mission would appeal strongly and would make the proposal 
even more attractive. In fact, the Deputy Foreign Minister 
originally hinted to me that it would be a pity to have 
trained Saudi pilots left empty-handed or obliged to 
operate entirely strange equipment. 


2. The proposal to offer a post-graduate course in 
the United States should be useful, both in professional 
efficiency of the trainees, and in dispelling the possible 
suspicion that we are more interested in infiltrating Saudi 
Arabia than in offering hospitality to Saudi Arabian train- 
ees in our country. However, this proposal might perhaps 
better be made after a period of training establishes the 
qualifications of trainees for an advanced courge. 


In any event, the Saudi Government has not yet made 
any reply to the proposal of an air mission. This delay, 
I take it, is connected with the delay in replying to the 
request by USAFIME for an American airdrome wat Dhahran and 
for permission to survey a shorter route to India across 
northern Saudi Arabia. I do not believe any useful purpose 
would be served in communicating additfonal inducements for 
the air mission at this time. "ioe the Legation's telegram 
No. 330, November 3, 3 p.m.) When British conourrence in 
U.S. military proposals for Saudi Arabia has been secured, 
I would recommend that then proposal No. 1 above would be 


timely and useful. 





Respectfully yours, 


WA. 
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UNRESTRICTED From : JIDDA 
Date : November 10, 9 a.m. 
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A-75 November 10, 9 a.m. 

Colonel Shomber, Chief of the U. S. Military Mission 
at Taif, has reported that on November 3, 1944, the second 
Glass or croup of young Saudi Arabian officers numbering 
one hundred comnenced training at the American camp under 
| nis conan ee 
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This telegram must te 4 
closely paraphrased be- Dated December 30, 1944 Ade 
fore being communicated a 
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sN Secretary of State, 





Washington. 





“FOP. SECRET ‘ 


595 December 50 10:55 a.m. 

Circumstantial evidence supports confidential 
source which asserts British are making determined 
effort this week to prevent American piaantency of 
prestige in Saudi Arabia cspecially because of 
success and popularity of US military mission at 
Taif compared to ineffective British mission. 
(Sent Department, repeated to Cairo for General 
Giles.) 

British are said to want to close out their 
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mediocre mission but wish Americans to close theirs 
at same time. Saudi Deputy Minister of Forcign 
Affairs privately admits such pressure. 


Above is confidential. However unquestionable 
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facts are (1) Saudi delay in renewing request for 
continuance of US mission (2) visit of Jordan and 


Amir Mansour 
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637 
~2=$593 December 30,10:55 a.m,, from Jidda 


Amir Mansour Minister of Defense to Military 
Headquarters Khartoum this week after which 
Jordan proceeded to Cairo today in spite of 
imminent visit of King to Jidda. 


EDDY 


WSB Tolephoned Mr. Parker (NE) 12-30-44, 5:25 p.m. 
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